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The  hobby  of  Kings  ... 
and  the  King  of  hobbies 

,.12“  T5E'RE1Mrs  message 

terested  in  the  history  of 
coin  collecting.  This  is  an  exceipt  from 
Wikipedia: 

As  far  back  as  Ancient  Rome,  coins 
were  collected  and  catalogued  by 
scholars  and  state  treasuries.  Individu- 
als collected  old,  exotic  or  commemo- 
rative coins  as  an  affordable,  portable 
form  of  art. 

Contemporary  coin  collecting 
and  appreciation  began  around  the 
fourteenth  century.  During  the  Renais- 
sance, it  became  a fad  among  some 
members  of  the  privileged  classes, 
especially  kings  and  queens. 

Following  the  lead  of  the  Italian 
scholar  and  poet  Petrarch,  many  Euro- 
pean kings,  princes,  and  other  nobility 
kept  collections  of  ancient  coins.  Some 
notable  collectors  were  Pope  Boniface 
VIII,  Emperor  Maximilian  of  the  Holy 
Roman  Empire,  and  Louis  XIV  of 
France.  (Note  that  in  1764,  Mayer  Am- 
schel  Rothschild  began  selling  coins 
to  the  future  Landgrave  William  IX  of 
Hesse-Kassel,  launching  the  fortunes 
of  the  Rothschild  family.) 

Perhaps  because  only  the  very 
wealthy  could  afford  the  pursuit,  in 
Renaissance  times  coin  collecting  be- 
came known  as  the  “Hobby  of  Kings.” 

During  the  1 7th  and  1 8th  centuries, 
coin  collecting  became  a leisure  pur- 
suit of  a growing  middle  class,  eager  to 
prove  their  wealth  and  sophistication. 

In  the  1 9th  and  20th  centuries,  coin 
collecting  increased  further  in  popu- 
larity. The  market  for  coins  expanded 
to  include  not  only  antique  coins,  but 
foreign  or  otherwise  exotic  currency. 


The  Rothschild  family  s coat  of  arms  is  fea- 
tured on  the  reverse  of  a medal  celebrating 
Salomon  Mayer  Rothschild’s  70th  birthday 
in  1844.  Salomon  was  one  of  five  sons 
of  the  founder  of  the  Rothschild  dynasty, 
Mayer  Amschel  Rothschild. 

Photo  courtesy  historama. 

As  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  popu- 
lar world  pastimes,  coin  collecting  is 
now  often  referred  to  as  the  “King  of 
Hobbies.” 

Fortunately,  you  no  longer  have  to 
spend  a “king’s  ransom”  to  enjoy  this 
wonderful  hobby. 

Happy  collecting, 


fit 


P.S.  All  AINA  members  and  guests 
are  invited  to  our  annual  meeting  on 
Thursday,  August  7th  at  1:00,  at  the 
Donald  Stephens  Convention  Center 
in  Rosemont,  Illinois;  Ray  and  Steve 
Feller  will  give  an  illustrated  lecture 
on  Concentration  Camp  Money. 


Number  One  Money  Man 

Judaica 


Denmark  Ag 


High  relief  silver  medal  (45  grains  - 
40mm)  commemorates  50th  anni- 
versary of  Danish  Jewish  community 
escape  from  the  clutches  of  Germans. 
Created  by  Danish  artist,  engraver 
and  medalist  Bent  Jensen,  this  piece 
features  a reverse  of  Holger  Danske, 
a national  hero,  and  an  obverse  with 
Jews  between  the  maps  of  Denmark 
and  Sweden. 


Houghton 


Works  of  Art  from 
Houghton  Jews  - 
Hardcover  Christie’s 
London,  8 December 
1 994.  Edition  pro- 
vides extensive  infor- 
mation about  Philip 
& Sybil  Sassoon  and 
their  magnificent  holdings.  36 1 pp; 
near  perfect  condition;  no  folds,  nota- 
tions or  markings.  Unopened. 


WORKS  OF  ART 


HOVGHTON 


IMUUSDAY  H Dl.t  I Mill.)'  I 


& 

CHRISTIE'S 


Herzl  Passport 


1850  Franz  Joseph  I official  passport  for  Israel 
Herzl  (24x40  cm).  Sealed  with  signed  revenue 
stamp,  dated  1850.  In  1815,  Austria  emerged 
from  Napoleonic  Wars  as  a powerhouse;  the 
Hapsburgs  returned  to  rule.  This  single-page 
passport  (Reise-Pass)  bears  all  information 
about  Israel  Herzl,  including  name,  character, 
birthplace,  birth  year,  religion,  stature,  hair  color 
etc.  All  signed  by  the  Gov.  & General  Com- 
mander of  the  Serbian  region  of  Timis,  western 
Romania  and  Banate,  Southern  Hungary.  Finely 
printed  in  large  format  (about  9x16  inches)  in 
blue  with  a decorative  border.  Document  dated 
1 850,  sealed  with  signed  revenue  stamp.  Theo- 
dore (Tivadar/Binyamin  Ze’ev)  Herzl  was  bom 
in  Pest  ( the  other  side  of  Buda  - Hungary  ),  his 
family  had  come  from  Zemun  (present  day  Ser- 
bia, by  Belgrade  on  the  Danube).  But  Herzl  was 
a common  name,  so  it  could  be  a relative  or  not. 


$500  CSA 
- LAZAR 
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Confederate  $500  Sealed  Jewish  Lazar 
Allendale,  S.C.,  Genuine  CSA  $500  note 
in  nice,  evenly  circulated  condition  w/  a 
couple  of  holes  by  the  Treasurer’s  sig- 
nature; split/partially  split  sealed  by  an 
advertising  band  for  Jewish  A.H.  Lazar 
(“THANK  YOU  - IT  COMES  FROM  - CALL 
AGAIN  - IT  MUST  BE  QUALITY  - THE  PLACE 
TO  TRADE  AFTER  ALL  - ALLENDALE,  SC”) 


CALL  OR  E-MAIL  for  PRICING,  etc.  to:  #1,  P.O.  Box  4075,  Ft.  Myers,  FL.  33918 

/ (239)-3i  3-9899.  E-mail:  info@NumberOneMoneyMan.com 

LIFE  MEMBER  OF:  AINA,  American  Philatelic  Society,  IBNS,  SPMC,  etc. 
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YOUR  COINS 
ARE  HISTORY. 


WE’RE  THE  EXPERTS. 


Since  1931,  the  Goldberg  family  has  been  providing  clients  with 
record-breaking  prices  realized  and  the  most  competitive  rates. 
Experience  the  kind  of  personalized  service  that  makes 
Goldberg  Auctioneers  the  Finest  Auction  House  in  America. 


We  offer  generous  cash  advances. 

Call  800-978-2646  today  to  speak  with  Ira  Goldberg  about 
consigning  your  Ancient  and  World  coins  to  our  next  auction. 
To  stay  informed  about  our  upcoming  auctions  and  to  view 
our  catalogues  for  free,  visit  www.goldbergcoins.com 


— 153 

PNG 

Knowledge,  intcgnrv.  Responsibility. 
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Coin  Auction  Dates 
May  27-30  2012 
September  2-5  2012 
February  3-6  2013 
June  2-5,  2013 
September  22-25,  2013 


AUCTIONEERS 


IRA  GOLDBERG  “A  I 'amily  Tradition  Since  1931” 


11400  West  Olympic  Blvd.  Suite  800  Los  Angeles  CA  90064 
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5th  in  the  " Jerusalem  of  Gold 


Israeli  Bullion  Coin  Series,  Legal  Tender  issued  by  the  Bank  of  Israel 


(S' 

VjUNT 


ISRAEL  COINS  & MEDALS  CORP-  SOLE  DISTRIBUTOR  OF  COINS  ISSUED  BY  THE  BANK  OF  ISRAEL 


since 

F58 


www.israelmint.com  Tel.  972-4-8212807 
RO.Box  2040  - Nesher  366001 7,  ISRAEL 


SHEQALIM 


www.israelmint.com  Tel.  972-4-821 2807 
PO.Box  2040  - Nesher  366001 7,  ISRAEL 


Letters 


Thank  you  for  the  article  on 
the  Anti-Defamation  League 

Hello  Andrew, 

Unbeknownst  to  me  (until 
this  morning!),  our  national  di- 
rector, Abe  Foxman,  is  an  avid 
coin  collector  and  a subscriber 
to  “The  Shekel.” 

He  saw  the  cover  story  on 
ADL,  was  pleasantly  sur- 
prised, and  loved  it.  He  was 
wondering  if  he  could  get  a 
dozen  or  so  copies  to  share 
with  some  of  his  friends  and 
ADL  supporters. 

Todd  Gutnick 
Director  of  Media  Relations 
& Public  Information 
Anti-Defamation  League 
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ADL  LEADER  TO  RETIRE  IN  2015 


NEW  YORK  (JTA)  Abraham 
Foxman,  the  national  director  of  the 
Anti-Defamation  League,  and  one 
of  the  longest-serving  and  highest- 
profile  American  Jewish  organiza- 
tional leaders,  is  retiring  from  his 
post.  Foxman  will  step  down  on 
July  20,  2015,  according  to  an  an- 
nouncement by  the  ADL. 

“For  almost  five  decades,  ADL  of- 
fered me  the  perfect  vehicle  to  live 
a life  of  purpose  both  in  standing 
up  on  behalf  of  the  Jewish  people  to 
ensure  that  what  happened  during 
World  War  II  would  never  happen 
again  and  in  fighting  bigotry  and  all 
forms  of  oppression,”  Foxman,  73, 
said  in  an  ADL  news  release.  “My 


years  at  ADL,  particularly  the  27 
spent  as  National  Director,  could 
not  have  been  more  rewarding.” 

A lawyer  by  training,  Foxman, 
a child  survivor  of  the  Holocaust, 
started  at  the  ADL  in  1965  and  be- 
came its  national  director  in  1987. 
Under  his  leadership,  ADL  has  ex- 
panded to  30  regional  offices  across 
the  United  States  and  an  office  in 
Israel. 

In  201 1,  the  last  year  for  which 
data  is  available,  the  ADL  reported 
nearly  $54  million  in  revenue.  The 
organization  monitors  anti-Semitic 
activity,  offers  discrimination-sensi- 
tivity training  and  runs  anti-bigotry 
programs. 


TEL-AVIV  STAMPS  (Y.TSACHOR)  LTD 


MAIL  AUCTION 

Illustrated  Catalogue  - free  on  request 

Offering  in  our  Spring  2014  Auction 

Palestine  & Israel  Coins  & Bank  Notes 

Judaica,  JNF,  Holocaust 
Autographs,  Postcards 
Palestine  & Israel  Philately 

POBox  16218,  Tel  Aviv,  Israel 
Te!:(++)972-3-5226294, 
Fax:(++)972-3-5245088 
www.TelAvivStamps.com 
Email:  tastps@gmail.com 


Palestine  - 1 Pound,  Brown  unissued,  WW II  Emergency  - proof  print 
Sold  in  our  March  2012  Auction  for  a total  of  $29,000 
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JERUSALEM: 

IMAGE  AND  SYMBOL 

The  2011 ANS  Mark  M.  Salton  Lecture 
on  the  importance  of  symbols  in  faith 

BY  IRA  REZAK 

PART  1 1 


f Above:  No  con- 
| ^ temporary  Judaic 
depictions  of  the 
Temple  are  known; 
the  earliest  symbolic 
portrayal  of  the  Temple 
are  on  silver  tetradraclims 
of  the  Bar  Kochba  revolt. 


There  are 
no  known 
depictions  of  the 
Temple  made  by 
Jewish  artists  in  an- 
tiquity, that  is,  before 
the  third  temple  structure, 
fashioned  by  Herod,  was  de- 
stroyed in  70  CE  (Common  Era). 

The  earliest  graphic  image  from 
Jewish  sources,  therefore,  is  the 
tetradrachm  of  Bar  Kochba  of 
132-135  CE,  struck  when  there 
probably  was  still  living  memory 
of  the  Herodian  Temple  edifice, 
during  a revolt  with  strong  Jewish 
messianic  aspirations. 

The  facade  of  the  building  is 
presented  so  that  the  Ark  of  the 
Covenant  may  be  seen  within. 

A similar  aspect  of  the  Temple 
is  found  on  a Jewish  wall  painting 


circa  230  CE  in  the  Dura  Europos 
synagogue  in  present  day  Syria 
and  this  general  format  is  also 
found  on  mosaic  floors  of  several 
Holy  Land  synagogues  of  the  late 
Roman  period. 

The  coin  inscription,  again 
in  anachronistically  archaized 
letters,  is  “Jerusalem,”  conflat- 
ing the  concepts  of  Temple  and 
Holy  City,  a linkage  already  well 
established  textually  in  the  Bible. 
This  referential  overlap  between 
Jerusalem  and  the  Temple,  here 

Continued 
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After  Bar  Kochba,  imagery  multiplied 


Five  rare  medals  from  Eastern  Europe,  circa  1600,  and  all  of 
Jewish  origin,  depict  various  conceptions  of  the  Temple. 


Continued 

numismatically 
confirmed,  has 
long  resonated  in 
Jewish  texts  and 
imagery. 

Efowever, 
though  Jewish 
books  of  the  me- 
dieval and  early 
modem  periods 
describe  and  oc- 
casionally depict 
the  Temple’s  floor 
plan  on  the  basis 
of  biblical  and 
Talmudic  sources, 
in  order  to  per- 
petuate religious  understanding  of 
the  priestly  rites,  the  early  version 
of  external  temple  architecture  is 
rarely  again  found  in  the  Jewish 
artistic  tradition. 

Rather,  medieval  and  most  later 
symbolic  Jewish  representations 
of  the  Temple  were  derived  from 
earlier  Christian  imaginary  re- 
conceptions as  in  a 1695  print 
from  an  Amsterdam  hagaddah  or, 
based  upon  the  testimony  of  visi- 
tors to  the  Temple  Mount,  which 
from  the  Seventh  century  onward 
had  been  crowned  by  the  Muslim 
Dome  of  the  Rock,  as  typified  by 
a Venetian  copy  of  Jeremiah  in 
1545. 

Curiously,  Jewish  items  were 
also  modeled  on  more  modem 
ecclesiastical  buildings.  Five  rare 


medals,  probably  of  16th- 17th 
century  Eastern  Europe  or  from 
the  Balkans,  but  all  of  Jewish 
origin  and,  with  respect  to  size, 
original  material  (gold),  and  prob- 
able function,  closely  related  to 
one  another,  offer  depictions  of 
the  messianic  temple. 

Their  inscriptions  all  cite  the 
Talmudic  phrase,  used  by  Jews 
even  today:  “Jerusalem  the  Holy 
City  and  the  Holy  Temple,  may 
they  be  rebuilt  speedily,  in  our 
days.” 

Yet  their  imagery  is  remarkably, 
dramatically  different,  showing 
church  like  structures  in  Gothic, 
renaissance  and  Byzantine  or 
possibly  even  Muslim  styles, 
leading  one  to  the  conclusion  that 
their  designers  were  ignorant  of 

Continued 
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Imagery  imagined,  and  very  real 


Continued 

the  usual 
published 
temple  ico- 
nography 
and  there- 
fore based 
their  depic- 
tions on  lo- 
cal church 
or  mosque 
structures. 

Indeed 
these  and 


From  the  middle  ages  on,  Judaic  represenations  of  the  Temple 
were  derived  from  Christian  or  Islamic  imagined  reconceptions, 
as  in  a 1695  print  from  an  Amsterdam  hagaddah,  above  left,  or 
as  seen  in  1545  Venetian  copy  of  Jeremiah,  at  right. 


S_  pmHri  ntn  non  nna  nvr  ^ru 

i 
t 

I 
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other  de- 
pictions in  traditional  Jewish 
sources,  such  as  the  14th 
century  Spanish  Sarajevo 
Haggadah,  and  the  Venetian 
Haggadah  of  1 725,  were 
conceived  and  annotated 
with  little  or  no  concern  for 
their  historic  verity,  or  for 
the  contemporary  state  of 
the  actual  Temple  site,  but 
only  use  their  illustrations  as 
a stimulus  for  contemplation 
of  a messianic  future. 

This  aspiration  is  not  as- 
sociated with  Christian  or 
Muslim  depictions  of  the 
Temple  because  for  these 
religions  the  ritual  biblically 
prescribed  for  the  ancient  temple 
has  been  superseded  by  later  rev- 
elation, and  in  the  case  of  Islam, 
an  alternative  geographic  center 
of  gravity. 

Nevertheless,  Christian  artists 


A 1 745  medal  from  Prague  commemorates  the 
rescinding  of  Maria  Theresa  s expulsion  order  for 
the  Jews  of  that  city. 

have  regularly  used  Temple  im- 
agery, such  as  smoking  altars  and 
the  flanking  freestanding  pair  of 
pillars,  named  Jachin  and  Boaz,  to 
evoke  sacrificial  ritual  as  a visual 
metaphor  for  gratitude,  as  with  a 

Continued 
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JERUSALEM  AS  CENTRAL  TO  ALL 


Continued 

medal  citing  the  reversal  of  Maria 
Theresa’s  1745  expulsion  order 
for  the  Jews  of  Prague. 

Freemasons  too,  despite  their 
reputation  as  “ungodly”  regu- 
larly framed  their  freely  adaptive 
Temple  iconography  with  the 
twin  pillars  of  Solomon’s  Temple, 
Jachin  and  Boaz. 

One  noteworthy  aspect  of 
symbolism  is  that  a portion  of  a 
symbol  may  come  to  stand  for  the 
whole. 

The  Temple,  the  Sepulcher,  the 
Dome,  all  are  within  Jerusalem 
but  have  come  to  stand  for  the 
City  as  a whole,  and  vice  versa. 
We  have  seen  that  some  temple 
elements  associated  with  its 
structure  are  especially  favored, 
for  example  the  altar  and  columns 
just  mentioned. 

Other  parts  of  the  Temple  that 
stand  in  for  the  whole  are  the  City 
gates,  that  symbolically  traversed 
by  Jesus,  as  on  a medal  from  the 
Erzgebirge  circa  1 540,  or  those 
yet  to  be  traversed  by  the  messiah, 
as  on  a modem  Israeli  medal. 

For  Jews,  the  principal  presently 
identifiable  part  of  the  Temple’s 
ancient  construction  is  the  so- 
called  Western  Wall. 

Though  merely  a support  of 
the  Herodian  platform  and  not, 
strictly  speaking,  part  of  the 
Temple  proper,  in  modem  times 
The  Western  or  Wailing  Wall  has 


The  Western  Wall  is  central  on  numerous 
numismatic  medals,  reflecting  its  status 
among  Jews  as  the  single  surviving  struc- 
ture of  the  Temple  and  thus  revered  as  the 
holiest  site  in  all  Judaism. 

come  to  be  considered  by  Jews  as 
the  single  surviving  structure  of 
the  Temple  and  thus  is  revered  as 
their  holiest  site. 

But  other  elements,  even 
smaller  and  less  structural  were 
also  seen  as  equivalents  of  entire 
monuments.  Christian  examples 
include  water  contained  in  am- 
poules from  the  Lioly  Sepulcher, 
and  reliquaries  for  fragments  of 
the  True  Cross. 

Being  more  easily  depicted  or 
carried  than  the  whole,  such  parts 
were  more  convenient  icons  or 
symbolic  objects.  Furthermore, 
variations  of  symbols  may  further 
refine  their  allusive  power. 

Continued 
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Evolution  of  cross  imagery 


The  Jerusalem  cross  was  an  invention  of  the  Crusaders,  as  on  this  1320  denier  of  Henry 
II,  above  left.  More  emblematic  than  salvific,  the  cross  became  more  of  a coat  of  arms 
than  a universal  religious  icon,  eventually  becoming  a symbol  of  aid  as  in  the  badge  of 
the  Bulgarian  Red  Cross,  above  right. 


Continued 

We’ve  spoken  of  the  cross  as 
a quintessential  exemplar  of  the 
symbolic  principle,  this  simple 
device,  even  without  a corpus 
upon  it,  standing  for  Jesus’  cruci- 
fixion and  passion  on  Golgotha, 
the  salvation  of  believers,  indeed 
the  entire  Christian  religious 
context. 

Such  a generality  may  apply 
whatever  particular  form  the  cross 
takes,  but  modification  of  the  icon 
can  highlight  specific  aspects  of 
the  full  range.  Thus  the  Jerusalem 
cross,  an  invention  of  the  Crusad- 
ers found  on  the  coins  of  their 
kingdoms,  is  more  emblematic 
than  salvific,  a coat  of  arms  more 
than  a universal  religious  icon. 

The  Maltese  cross  which  started 
out  specifically  identifying  Knight 


Eiospitalers  in  Jerusalem  was  later 
transferred  as  a warrior-badge  to 
Malta  and  to  many  other  mili- 
tary polities,  before  reverting  to 
a medical  care-giving  symbol 
in  England.  The  Greek  cross 
ended  up,  via  Swiss  heraldry,  as 
a universal  symbol  of  succor  in 
the  process,  no  doubt,  setting  an 
example  for  a similar  sequence  of 
modulations  in  the  meaning  of  the 
Muslim  crescent. 

mirmroj 

In  Judaism  where  the  form  of 
the  Temple  was,  as  we  have  seen, 
indeterminate  rather  than  de- 
finitive, sub-symbols  of  the  Holy 
City  and  its  temple  predominated. 
Pre-eminent  among  these  was  and 
remains  the  menorah,  the  seven- 
branched  candlestick  which  the 

Continued 
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Enduring  power  of  the  menorah 


The  menorah  on  the  bronze  coin  of  Antigonus,  left,  is  the  earliest  known  usage  of  that  im- 
age on  a coin.  At  right,  a medal  of  Pope  Urban  VII  (1521-1590)  portrayed  the  menorah. 


Continued 

Temple  priests  had  lit  daily. 

The  light  of  the  menorah  was 
equated  in  Jewish  tradition  with 
the  light  of  God’s  Creation,  and 
of  his  Law,  while  Isaiah  declared 
that  the  Jews  were  to  be  a “light 
unto  the  nations.”  These  and 
many  other  rationales  have  been 
advanced  to  explain  the  meno- 
rah’s  potency  and  persistence  as 
the  quintessential  symbol  of  the 
Jewish  people’s  linkage  to  the 
Temple  of  Jerusalem  and  to  their 
faith.  Exodus  25  rather  precisely 
prescribes  the  menorah ’s  form 
and  manufacture: 

‘'And you  shall  make  a lamp- 
stand  of  pure  gold,  of  hammered 
work...  Its  base,  its  branches,  its 
cups,  its  knobs  and  its  blossoms 
are  to  proceed  out  from  it.  32  three 
branches  of  the  lampstand  from 
its  one  side  and  three  branches  of 


the  lampstand  from  its  other  side. 

33  Three  cups  shaped  like  flowers 
of  almond  are  on  the  one  set  of 
branches,  with  knobs  and  blos- 
soms alternating,  and  three  cups 
shaped  like  flowers  of  almond  on 
the  other  set  of  branches,  with 
knobs  and  blossoms  alternating.  ” 

A small  bronze  coin  of  Mattath- 
ias  Antigonus  (40  BCE)  remains 
the  earliest  image  we  have  of  this 
ceremonial  object  and  emblematic 
form,  and  is  the  only  one  certain 
to  have  been  produced  while  the 
Temple  still  stood. 

However,  its  form  was  never 
the  model  for  symbolic  imagery 
among  Jews  and  others  because 
of  its  obscurity  during  pre-modern 
times,  to  say  nothing  of  its  great 
rarity  even  today.  The  well  known 
menorah  image  on  the  triumphal 
arch  of  Titus  in  Rome  (c  82  CE) 

Continued 
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UMAYYAD  bronze  depicts  menorah 


A sixth  century  mosaic  in  the  synagogue  of  Beth  Shean 
accurately  depicts  two  menorah.  Top,  right:  A 7th  century 
Byzantine  gold  disc  “for  the  vow  of  Jacob  the  Leader,  pearl 
seller  At  left:  An  8th  century  JJmayyad  fa  Is,  possibly  struck 
in  Jerusalem,  depicts  a multi-branched  candlestick  whose 
design  may  have  been  influenced  by  the  Beth  Shean  mosaic. 


Continued 

has  been  imitated  in  later  medals 
and  ultimately  was  selected  as 
the  coat  of  arms  of  Israel,  but  it 
was  the  biblical  description  (just 
quoted)  which  has  remained  the 
most  accessible  and  rather  flex- 
ible basis  for  the  widely  various 
conceptions  of  the  menorah  from 
antiquity  even  to  our  own  day. 

Examples  range  from  a Byz- 
antine Jewish  gold  disc  circa 
Seventh  century  “for  the  vow  of 
Jacob  the  Leader,  pearl-seller,” 
where  the  menorah  symbolizes 
the  religious  hope  of  a return  to 
Zion,  to  a 19th  century  Jerusalem 
amulet  incorporating  priestly 
hands  raised  in  blessing,  and  a 
Persian  amulet  which  channels  its 
prayers  through  the  menorah,  to 
a post- World  War  II  medal  whose 
menorah  memorializes  European 


Jews  killed  in  the  Holocaust. 

A plethora  of  more  recent  us- 
ages associated  with  the  modem 
return  to  Israel  evokes  religion  far 
less  and  presses  the  menorah  into 
symbolic  uses  which  are  political, 
military,  artistic,  or  even  fashion 
and  commercially-oriented, 
nununu 

Of  particular  historical  interest 
is  an  Eighth  century  Umayyad 
fals , presumably  of  Jerusalem, 
that  shows  a multi-branched 
though  not  seven-branched 
candlestick  which  is  remarkably 
similar  to  that  of  a mosaic  in  the 
Sixth  century  synagogue  at  Beth 
Shean. 

There  is  considerable  evidence 
that  Muslim  rulers  of  the  Sev- 
enth and  Eighth  centuries  showed 
respect  for  Jewish  traditions  and 

Continued 
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Ill  usage  of  symbols  did  occur 


A medal  likely  of  the  Renaissance-era  is  unusual  in  its  deprecatory  usage  of  the  menorah 
as  a symbol  of  the  conquest  of  Jerusalem  by  the  Roman  emperor  Titus  in  70  CE. 


Continued 

loci  in  Jerusalem  and  it  is  pos- 
sible, though  not  certain,  that  this 
image  is  part  of  that  early  post- 
conquest sentiment. 

Another  most  unusual  and 
seemingly  unpublished  item,  like- 
ly of  the  Renaissance,  treats  the 
menorah  as  a trophy  of  conquest, 
an  unusually  deprecatory  usage. 

This  pseudo-historical  medal, 
affecting  an  antique  perspective 
and  likely  copied  from  an  earlier 
printed  fantasy,  lauds  the  deified 
Titus  as  having  destroyed  Jerusa- 
lem, saving  the  Roman  victory, 
while  its  obverse  displays  a 16lh 
Century  style  menorah  coupled 
with  a motto  boasting  that  its 
“lights  were  extinguished.” 

In  addition  to  menorahs,  other 
Temple  implements,  such  as  the 
censer  and  breastplate,  or  ritual 
objects,  such  as  the  shofar,  or  the 


palm  branch  (or  lulav)  and  citron 
which  were  used  during  pilgrim- 
age festivals,  have  long  been  used 
to  symbolize  loyalty  to  the  Jeru- 
salemite heritage  and  hope  for  its 
revival. 

Apart  from  Temple  references, 
other  iconographic  symbols  of 
Jerusalem  include  the  lily  flower 
which  appears  on  Fourth  century 
coins  of  the  Persian  period  as  well 
as  on  LJasmonean  coins,  and  date 
palms.  The  lion,  on  the  Eighth 
century  seal  of  “Shema  the  ser- 
vant of  Obadaiah”  corresponds  to 
the  biblical  symbol  of  the  Tribe 
of  Judah  from  which  King  David 
descended,  as  well  as  being  a near 
universal  symbol  of  the  power  of 
kingship,  and  has  been  adopted 
as  the  present  day  coat-of  arms  of 
Jerusalem. 

Whether  the  lily  flower  of  bibli- 

Continued 
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Conquerors  linked  as  well 


Above,  left:  Alexander  the  Great  is  shown  kneeling  before  the  Temple’s  High  Priest,  Jad- 
dus,  in  a 1 6th  century  medal  by  Alessandro  Cesati.  At  right,  is  a handmade  souvenir  from 
1917  bearing  the  date  24  Kislev  5678,  when  Gen.  Edmund  A lien  by  entered  Jerusalem. 


Continued 

cal  and  numismatic  reference  is 
ancestral  to  the  French,  Papal  or 
any  other  fleur-de-lis  is  a con- 
tentious question  far  beyond  the 
scope  of  this  paper;  suffice  it  to 
say  that,  leaving  aside  any  notion 
of  an  exclusive  or  linear  descent, 
it  seems  probable  that  syncretism 
based  upon  Flebrew  and  Chris- 
tian biblical  references  at  least 
strengthened  the  medieval  asso- 
ciations of  lilies  with  the  Virgin 
Mary  and  with  Royal  authority. 

Jerusalem  has  been  a military 
objective  repeatedly  in  its  long 
history.  We  have  seen  images  re- 
lating to  the  Roman  conquest  and 
to  Heraclius’s  reentry  into  Jerusa- 
lem, coins  of  the  Crusader  king- 
dom, and  a medal  of  a planned 
Iraqi  conquest  in  1948. 

Among  its  many  conquerors 
was  Alexander  the  Great  circa 


The  lion  on  an  ancient  sea!  of  “ Shema 
the  servant  of  Obadaiah  " is  an  image  that 
endures  in  today’s  numismatic  offerings. 


322  BCE,  here  represented  on  a 
1 6lh  century  medal  by  Alessandro 
Cesati  which,  Vasari  reports,  was 
admired  by  Michelangelo.  It  de- 
picts a legendary  episode  recorded 
in  the  Talmud  and  by  Josephus  in 
which  Alexander  kneels  before 
the  Temple’s  High  Priest,  Jaddus. 

This  symbolization  of  the  sub- 
ordination of  temporal  to  eccle- 
siastical authority  rendered  the 

Continued 
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Current  medals  capture  history 


Continued 

theme  propagandistically  useful 
to  Pope  Paul  III  in  1545.  Far  less 
artistically  distinguished,  but 
contemporary  with  the  event  com- 
memorated, is  a badge  bearing 
the  Flebrew  date  24  Kislev  5678 
corresponding  to  Dec.  11,  1917, 
the  precise  date  of  Allenby’s  entry 
into  Jerusalem  upon  defeating  the 
Turks. 

This  hand-made  souvenir, 
entirely  in  Hebrew,  was  doubt- 
less made  by  a local  Yemenite 
jeweler;  its  ephemeral  destiny  was 
to  be  sold  to  Jews  in  the  immedi- 
ate aftermath  of  this  watershed 
event,  which,  coincidentally,  took 
place  on  the  day  before  the  Jew- 
ish holiday  of  Hanukkah  which 
commemorates  the  triumph  of  the 
Hasmoneans  over  the  Seleucid 
Greek  garrison  in  Jerusalem  and 
the  restoration  of  the  Temple  ser- 
vice more  than  2000  years  earlier! 

While  the  armistice  of  1949 
which  brought  the  War  of  Israeli 
Independence  to  a close  was  not 
commemorated  as  a victory  on 
medals  there  was  a very  large 
number  of  triumphant  popular 
medals  and  souvenirs  following 
the  short  Six-Day  War  of  June 
1967.  My  personal  favorite  is  a 
small  medal  whose  misspelling  of 
“shall”  suggests  a Yiddish  speak- 
ing designer  or  die  maker. 

Not  unrelated  to  Allenby’s 
victory  of  1917  was  the  Balfour 


One  of  many  medals  issued  following  the 
1967  Six-Day  Way  is  this  specimen  with  a 
Yiddish  pronunciation  of  “shall”. 


Declaration  that  November  which 
set  off  a chain  of  events  that  was 
to  lead  to  increased  Jewish  im- 
migration to  the  Holy  Land  and 
eventually,  30  years  later,  to  the 
re-establishment  of  a “national 
home  for  the  Jewish  people”  with 
Jerusalem  as  its  capital. 

Even  before  this,  in  1906, 
Jerusalem  had  become  the  site  of 
a newly  founded  institution  for 
furthering  Jewish  art  and  arti- 
sanal crafts,  the  Bezalel  School, 
whose  vision  was  a rebuilt  Jeru- 
salem blending  the  old  and  the 
new.  Here  Bezalel,  the  biblical 
architect  of  the  Tabernacle  is  in 
dialogue  with  Boris  Schatz  the 
founder  of  the  Bezalel  School. 

Among  the  products  of  Bezalel 
in  Palestine  were  many  artistic 
plaques. 

Some  reflected  the  ancient 

Continued 
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Recent  imagery  reflect  new  forces 


Imagery  on  early  20th  century  badge  for 
Hebrew  University,  at  left. 


Continued 

monuments  of  the  Holy  City  such 
as  the  so-called  Tomb  of  Absa- 
lom, others  were  genre  scenes  of 
colorful  local  populations,  such  as 
Oriental  Jews,  beggars  and  re- 
cent immigrants,  from  Persia  and 
Poland. 

Most  of  these  portraits  were 
sentimentalized,  but  were  none 
the  less  contemporary  rather  than 
imaginary  or  retrospective.  Build- 
ings of  newly  founded  institutions 
such  as  the  Hebrew  University 
and  the  Bezalel  School  were  also 
among  the  many  subjects  depicted 
throughout  the  1920s  and  1930s. 

After  the  foundation  of  the  new 
State  of  Israel,  of  course,  the 
focus  changed  as  did  the  style. 
Official  Israeli  medals  after  1958 
further  marginalized  the  antique, 
albeit  with  some  retention  of  well 
established  religious  symbols, 
such  as  the  menorah,  Dome  of  the 
Rock,  and  Western  Wall.  Princi- 


.■■Ml  m 


A bronze  plaque  from  the  Bezalel  School 
depicts  the  ancient  monument  of  Absalom  s 
Tomb  in  Jerusalem. 


pally  the  modern  medals  featured 
new  buildings  and  institutions. 

Above  all,  pride  in  nation  build- 
ing and  in  the  new  hegemony  over 
their  ancient  capitol  city  became 
manifest,  with  few  if  any  refer- 
ences to  either  Temple  or  rituals 
of  old. 

The  primary  fate  of  most  of  the 
plaques  and  medals  we’ve  been 
reviewing  was  to  be  sold.  Many 
were  bought  by  visitors  to  Pales- 
tine, as  it  was  initially  known  to 
Jews  and  Arabs  alike,  and  later  to 
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Today's  world  set  on  San  Remo  medal 


The  medal  commemorating  the  1920  San  Remo  Conference  marks  the  division  of  the 
former  Ottoman  Empire  by  the  victorious  Allies  ofWWI  - setting  the  stage  for  today. 


Continued 

the  new  State  of  Israel. 

There  were  other  purchasers, 
however,  who  resided  abroad  and 
who  might  never  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  visit,  but  for  whom  the 
country  was  nonetheless  a reli- 
gious or  ethnic  focus. 

Whatever  their  merit  as  “art” 
these  hand-held  objects  were  and 
remain  souvenirs,  promoters  of 
memory,  and  as  collectors  and 
connoisseurs  we  do  well  to  think 
about  their  intended  messages  and 
functions. 

Rich  or  sentimental  travelers 
would  have  used  them  to  concret- 
ize experiences  and  recollections; 
Religious  Jews,  or  Muslims,  or 
Christians  to  gain  possession  of 
tokens  and  icons  of  their  faith,  se- 
curing physical  contact  with  what 
we  might  today  call  the  “virtual 
Jerusalem”;  supporters  of  Holy 


Land  institutions,  donors  from 
abroad,  especially  prior  to  the 
deluge  of  modern  media  in  recent 
years,  were  enabled  to  symboli- 
cally link  up  with  the  causes,  new 
and  old,  that  they  had  supported, 
and,  of  course,  always,  available 
to  all,  would  be  a sense  of  pride  in 
material  ownership. 

In  closing  I’d  like  to  focus  on 
a medal  produced  in  the  Nether- 
lands in  1920  that  commemorates 
the  San  Remo  Conference  which 
was  convened  by  the  victorious 
Allies  of  World  War  I to  settle 
the  boundaries  and  the  political 
status  of  those  new  countries  and 
mandatory  territories  created  from 
the  Middle  Eastern  portions  of  the 
defunct  Ottoman  Empire. 

The  fates  of  Syria,  Iraq,  Leba- 
non, the  Arabian  Peninsula  and 
Palestine  were  on  the  table. 

Continued 
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Ancient  images  still  endure 


Continued 

Our  focus  has  been  on  Jerusa- 
lem, the  historic  capitol  of  the 
Land  of  Israel,  but  its  fate  even 
today  remains  obviously  bound 
up  with  that  of  all  of  the  afore- 
mentioned remnants  of  Ottoman 
Turkey. 

The  obverse  of  this  medal  which 
was  issued  by  Dutch  Zionists, 
considers  the  relationship  between 
antiquity  and  modernity,  specifi- 
cally between  a traditional  reli- 
gious Jew  and  a modern  secular 
Jew. 

The  dates  below,  3830  and  5680 
in  the  EJebrew  calendrical  sys- 
tem correspond  to  the  Common 
Era  dates  70  CE,  the  year  of  the 
Temple’s  destruction,  and  1920, 
the  year  that  the  Palestine  man- 
date, which  held  out  the  promise 
of  a modern  Jewish  state,  was 
agreed  at  San  Remo. 

The  domed  building  in  the 
background  is  indistinct,  its  mean- 
ing ambiguous.  It  may  represent 
the  Dome  of  the  Rock  symbol- 
izing the  ancient  Temple  or  else 
the  Hebrew  University  structure 
planned  for  Mt.  Scopus  which 
was  dedicated  in  1925  but  never 
constructed. 

The  reverse  side  of  the  medal 
displays  the  traditional  bibli- 
cal coats-of-arms  of  the  Twelve 
Tribes  of  Israel  surrounding  a Star 
of  David,  by  then  a symbol  both 
of  Judaism  as  a religion  and  of 


the  Jewish  people  as  a Nation, 
which  contains  within  it  the  word 
“Zion”. 

The  Hebrew  inscription  below 
gives  the  date  that  the  San  Remo 
mandate  was  confirmed,  that 
above  contains  a quotation  from 
Psalm  137:  “If  I forget  thee  O 
Jerusalem”(may  my  right  hand 
lose  its  skill). 

The  subject  matter  of  this 
medal,  only  30  mm  in  diameter, 
touches  on  many  of  the  themes  we 
have  been  discussing,  the  longing 
of  the  Jewish  people  to  return  to 
their  land  and  its  natural  capitol, 
Jerusalem,  the  continuities  and 
tensions  between  the  old  and  the 
new  in  the  aftermath  of  a war  re- 
cently concluded  but,  as  we  now 
know,  doomed  to  continue  in  one 
agonizing  form  or  other  for  nearly 
a century  since. 

But  that  is  not  the  only  reason 
why  I chose  this  medal  to  symbol- 
ize the  Mark  M Salton  Memorial 
lecture.  The  circumstances  in 
which  medals  are  collected  may 
be  potent  factors  in  their  signifi- 
cance for  the  collector;  sometimes 
even  more  important  than  their  in- 
trinsic historical  or  artistic  value. 

This  medallion,  which  I bought 
from  the  late  Hans  Schulman  in 
September  1970,  looks  much  the 
same  as  the  medal  previously 
shown  but  is  286  mm  ( 1 1 !4  inch- 
es) in  diameter,  it  may  perhaps 
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Mark  Salton  an  inspiration 


The  story  behind  this  massive  268mm  medallion  is  both 
universal  and  deeply  personal  for  the  author. 


Continued 

be  a unique  casting  in 
bronze  of  the  original 
artist’s  model  for  the 
smaller  item.  Several 
years  later  I acquired 
a catalog,  which 
had  been  issued  in 
Amsterdam  in  1 940, 
immediately  before 
the  Nazi  invasion  of 
Holland,  by  Felix 
Schlessinger,  Mark 
Salton’s  father.  Item 
3469  in  it  proved  to 
be  the  very  piece  I had 
recently  bought. 

A few  years  af- 
terward I met  the 
Saltons,  Mark  and  Lottie,  after 
their  sojourn  in  Italy,  and  of 
course  asked  about  the  history  of 
the  medallion. 

Mark  told  me  that  in  the  tumult 
of  invasion  and  occupation  it  had 
remained  unsold  but  that,  before 
the  Nazis  confiscated  their  entire 
stock  and  library,  Mark  and  his 
father  had  entrusted  it  to  a neigh- 
bor for  safekeeping. 

Mark’s  parents  were  later  ar- 
rested and  sent  to  their  deaths  in 
Auschwitz;  Mark,  in  his  mid-20s 
at  the  time,  made  a harrowing 
escape  through  France  and  Spain 
to  Portugal  where  he  served  as  an 
officer  in  the  free  Dutch  forces 
for  the  duration  of  the  war  before 
returning  to  Amsterdam  and,  inci- 


dentally, recovering  this  item. 

So  one  may  see  this  medallion, 
conceived  as  a symbol  of  reli- 
gious, ethnic  and  national  renewal 
and  preserved  throughout  the  war 
by  people  of  good  will,  as  itself 
having  become  a symbol. 

One  may  say,  and  I wish  to  con- 
clude by  saying,  that  its  survival 
has  enabled  and  encouraged  us  to 
engage  with  the  themes,  imagery 
and  symbolism  of  Jerusalem  and, 
by  so  doing,  to  pay  our  respect 
to  the  memory  of  Mark  Salton,  a 
cherished  colleague  and  friend. id 

Ira  Rezak  is  on  the  AINA  Board 
of  Directors  and  the  AINA  Editorial 
Board.  This  article  is  a version  of 
his  2011  Mark  M.  Salton  Memorial 
lecture  presented  at  the  American 
Numismatic  Society. 
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A.I.N.A.  Marketplace 


The  Pennsylvania  Association  of  Numismatists  (PAN)  is  a non-profit  educational 
state  organization  founded  in  1978  consisting  of  individuals  and  coin  clubs  throughout 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  United  States 


PAN  Coin  Shows  and  Conventions  occur  every  spring  in  early  May  and  fall  in  late 
October  at  the  Monroeville  Convention  Center,  209  Mall  Blvd,  Monroeville,  PA  15146 
There  are  more  than  130  tables  and  100  dealers  eager  to  buy,  sell,  or  trade  coins, 
paper  money,  tokens,  medals,  gold,  silver,  and  bullion 


PAN  membership  is  open  to  any  individual  or  club  interested  in  the  study  and  collection 
of  coins,  currency,  medals,  tokens,  and  related  material.  The  cost  is  $12  per  calendar 
year  (clubs  are  free).  You  will  receive  our  journal.  The  Clarion  published  three  times 
per  year  and  the  PAN  eNEWS,  a free  electronic  newsletter. 


PAN 

1985  Lincoln  Way 
Suite  23  #225 
White  Oak,  PA  15131 


email:  pancoins@gmail.com 
@pancoinsPAN 


website:  www.  pancoins  org 
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POSTCARDS  from 
the  HOLY  LAND 


SALO  AIZENBERG 

FOKFWQW  OY  ALAN  OCnSHOWIT; 


Society  of  Israel  Philatelists,  Inc. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Wallace  24917  Hazelmere  Road 

Beachwood,  OH,  44122-3238 


Dues 

USA  Canada/Mexico  All  Others 

$30.00  $34.00  $43.00 

The  Society  of  Israel  Philatelists  is  a nonsectarian  cultural  and 
educational  organization  dedicated  to  the  study  and  collecting  of 
all  philatelic  items  related  to  the  Holy  Land. 

The  journal,  The  Israel  Philatelist,  is  published  6 times  a year. 


Coins  of  the  Holy  Land 

the  Abraham  Mid  Marian  Softer  Collection 
at  the  Amct icon  Numlnnatic  Society 
an J the  l*rar!  Muvuin 

Volume  I 


Coins  of  the 
Holy  Land: 

The  Abraham  and  Marian 
Sofaer  Collection  at  the 
American  Numismatic  Society 
and  the  Israel  Museum 


American 

Numismatic 

Society 

Publications 


Hardcover,  2 Volumes, 

Vol.  i:  344  pp.  Vol.  2:  244  pp.,  238  plates 

ISBN:  978  089722  283  9 (complete  2 volume  set) 

List  Price:  US  $190 

ANS  Member  Price:  US  $133 

Ancient  Coins  in  North  American  Collections  8 

(ACNAC  8)  2013 


The  Abraham  and  Marian  Sofaer  collection  consists  of  4,000  coins  and  related  objects 
prduced  by  the  peoples  who  inhabited  the  Holy  Land  from  the  Persian  period  in  the  5th  and 
4th  centuries  BCE  through  the  Crusader  Kingdom  in  the  13th  century  of  the  modern  era. 
Assembled  over  more  than  30  years,  the  collection  contains  gold,  silver,  and  bronze  coins  of  the 
Persians,  Greeks,  Samarians,  Jews,  Nabataeans,  Romans,  Byzantines,  Arabs,  and  Crusaders. 


The  book  was  written  by  Ya’akov  Meshorer  with  Gabriela  Bijovsky  and  Wolfgang  Fischer- 

75  Varick  St.,  fl.  11 
New  York,  NY  10013 

t.  212-571-4470 
f.  212-571-4479 
www.numismatics.org 


Bossert,  and  edited  by  David  Hendin  and  Andrew  Meadows. 

For  more  information  or  to  order  your  copy  of 
this  book:  visit  our  web  store  at: 
http://numismatics.org/Store/ACNAC8 
or  call  Membership  at  212-571-4470  ext.  1 17 
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David  Hendin 

(iiiiHp  to 

David  Hendin’s  GUIDE  to  BIBLICAL  COINS 

BIBLICAL  COINS 

FIFTH  EDITION 

IP  a 

From  your  favorite  dealer, 

^ > 

the  publisher,  or  Amazon.com 

■Wifn k.  *•».«  >t«IU  * . 

Amphora  • P.O.  Box  805  • Nyack,  NY  10960 

ArnphoraCoins@aol.com 

✓^IRA  & LARBY/^ 

GoldberG 

AUCTIONEERS 

Accepting  consignments  of  Ancient,  World  and  U S.  Coins  for  our  three 
major  auctions  held  each  year.  Specializing  in  Ancient  Judean  Coins.  Member  PNG, 

Life  Members  ANA.  A family  tradition  since  1931. 

350  S.  Beverly  Dr.,  #350  Beverly  Hills,  CA  90212  • (800)  978-2646  • Fax  (310)  551-2626 
Visit  our  website:  www.goldbergcoins.com 


WILLIAM  ROSENBLUM/RARE  COINS 
P.O.  Box  785,  Littleton,  CO  80160-0785 
Tel  720-981-0785  Fax  720-981-5345 
www.rosenblumcoins.com  - bill@rosenblumcoins.com 
For  the  past  30  years  we  have  been  the  world’s  leading  dealer  in  all  aspects  of  Ancient 
Judaea,  Israel,  Palestine  and  Judaica  (including  the  Holocaust)  as  related  to  coins, 
medals,  banknotes,  tokens,  etc.  Life  Member  of  ANA,  former  member  Board  of  Directors 
of  AINA,  Member  International  Association  of  Professional  Numismatists. 


THE  TOKEN  AND  MEDAL  SOCIETY  (TAMS) 

Publishes  a bimonthly  journal,  has  a library  available 
to  members,  and  an  annual  meeting  at  the  ANA. 
TAMS  and  AINA  jointly  sponsor  the  Ben  Odesser 
Award  for  the  Best  Article  in  "The  Shekel."  Dues  are 
$25  (U.S.)  and  $30  (non-U. S.).  Send  to  TAMS,  c/o 
Mark  Lighterman,  5224  W.  State  Rd  46,  No.  408, 
Sanford,  FL  32771. 


The  Highland  Mint  produces  medals  of  top 
quality  at  a very  reasonable  cost.  They  have 
produced  medals  for  the  Jewish-American 
Hall  of  Fame  and  are  the  official  minter  for 
the  annual  AINA  medals.  Contact  Vince 
Bohbot,  Vice-President,  at  (800)  544-6135 
and  tell  him  that  you  are  a member  of  AINA 
to  get  a special  deal. 


23 


Benjamin 

"Bugsy" 

Siegel 

RECASE  EHE 
MOB  WITH 
MURDER 
AND 
CHARM 

by  al  moe 


Benjamin  “Bugsy”  Siegel  is 
still  an  enduring  icon  of  Hol- 
lywood, the  Mob,  and  Las  Vegas. 
Quite  a legacy,  really.  Growing 
up  in  the  Williamsburg  district  of 
Brooklyn  (Born  Feb.  28,  1906),  no 
one  expected  the  tough,  skinny  kid 
to  even  live  long  enough  to  have  an 
impact  on  the  world. 

Siegel  was  already  street-wise  by 
the  age  of  nine,  rolling  drunks  and 
stealing  from  merchants,  and  he 
and  Moe  Sedway  set  up  their  own 
protection  racket  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, but  his  life  took  a real  turn 
when  he  and  new  pal  Meyer  Lansky 
got  involved  in  a fight  with  a dozen 
other  kids  over  who  would  run  a 
craps  game  on  a stretch  of  sidewalk 
outside  a sweet  shop.  A gun  was 


drawn,  but  knocked  to  the  ground, 
and  it  was  Ben  and  Meyer  who 
found  themselves  fighting  over  it. 
Meyer  was  stronger,  and  smarter, 
and  as  the  boys  ran  from  the  sound 
of  police  whistles,  Ben  cowed  to 
Meyer’s  age  and  influence. 

When  the  Volstead  Act  was 
enacted  (1920)  making  bootleg- 
ging the  greatest  gift  a government 
could  ever  do  for  criminals,  Ben 
was  14.  Old  enough  to  drive,  Ben 
and  Meyer  had  their  own  gang  of 
all-Jewish  hoodlums  later  dubbed 
the  Bugs  and  Meyer  Mob.  They 
were  tough,  but  there  were  already 
stronger  gangs  handling  booze,  and 
soon  the  partners  were  working 
for  Arnold  Rothstein’s  group,  with 

Continued 
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Siegel  numismatic  legacy:  tokens,  chips 


A limited-edition  $10  bimetallic  ringed  gaming  token  with  a 0. 7 oz  silver  center  commemorates 
the  50th  anniversary  of  the  Flamingo  casino  in  Las  Vegas.  Benjamin  “Bugsy”  Siegel  is  por- 
trayed on  the  flip  side  of  the  gaming  token , befitting  for  the  man  who  founded  the  enterprise. 


Continued 

Frank  Costello,  Charlie  “Lucky” 
Luciano,  and  Albert  Anastasia. 

Benjamin  Siegel  got  a taste  of 
the  good  life  when  the  money  from 
bootlegging  started  rolling  in,  and 
he  wasn’t  about  to  give  it  up.  Ben’s 
solution  to  business  problems 
certainly  wasn’t  negotiation,  it  was 
death,  and  he  had  no  issues  with 
helping  out  other  gangs,  for  a price, 
as  a very  successful  hitman. 

While  Siegel  was  charismatic 
and  tough,  Lansky  was  shrewd 
and  grew  more  polished,  and  was 
trusted  by  rival  groups.  By  the 
late  1920s,  the  gangs  of  New  York 
had  their  own  hit  squad  - Murder, 
Incorporated  - and  Siegel  started 
joining  in  on  even  more  Mob  hits. 
At  the  direction  of  Lansky  (for 
Frank  Costello  - future  boss  of  the 
Genovese  family),  Siegel  joined 
Joey  Adonis,  Albert  Anastasia,  and 


Vito  Genovese  to  gundown  mob 
boss  Joe  Masseria  on  tax  day,  April 
15,  1931. 

On  his  own,  “Bugsy”  pushed 
and  bullied  his  way  into  any  busi- 
ness he  wanted,  and  took  offense 
to  any  slight  from  a rival.  ( Editor’s 
note:  Siegel  earned  his  nickname 
"Bugsy” from  his  volatile  temper 
and  tendency  to  extreme  violence .) 
When  bootlegger  Waxy  Gordon 
wouldn’t  share  some  gaming  loca- 
tions in  New  York,  “Bugsy”  and 
Meyer  paid-off  an  IRS  agent  to  look 
at  his  income  and  Gordon  was  in- 
dicted for  tax  evasion.  Gordon  sent 
a trio  of  brothers  to  kill  Meyer  and 
Siegel,  but  the  story  got  out  before 
they  were  successful,  and  two  of  the 
Frabrazzo  brothers  were  killed. 

That  wasn’t  enough  for  “Bugsy,” 
and  in  September  of  1932,  Ben 
checked  himself  into  a hospital  with 

Continued 
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Gangsters  spur  public's  fascination 


An  enterprising  company  has  applied  photographs 
of  various  American  gangsters  to  the  obverse  of  John 
F.  Kennedy  half  dollars.  They  say  that  this  “unique 
painstaking  multicolor  authentic  process  . . . involves 
the  unique  application  of  special  inks  directly  to  the 
surface  of  a coin.”  These  were  seen  on  eBay  selling 
for  $7.95  each. 

Those  “honored”  in  this  series  include  Billy  the 
Kid,  Frank  Costello,  John  Dillinger,  Charles  “Lucky” 
Luciano,  and  the  piece  that  might  be  of  interest  to  Ju- 
daica  collectors — featuring  Benjamin  “Bugsy”  Siegel. 

The  notorious  “Bugsy”  Siegel  has  also  appeared  on 
several  Las  Vegas  gambling  tokens,  which  are  often 
available  on  ebay. 


Continued 

stomach  cramps.  That 
evening,  he  slipped  out 
of  the  hospital,  picked  up 
two  trigger  men,  and  they 
went  to  a small,  poorly  lit 
home  where  they  posed 
as  detectives  to  entice 
Tony  Fabrazzo  to  come 
out  onto  the  stoop.  When 
he  did,  “Bugsy”  came 
out  from  the  darkness 
and  rained  the  remaining 
brother  with  lead. 

Afterward,  Siegel 
returned  to  the  hospital 
and  had  a sound  night’s 
sleep.  His  alibi  was 
scrutinized  closely,  but 
it  held  up.  However,  by 
this  time,  while  working 
for  local  Mobs  as  well  as 
the  Chicago  outfit  led  by 
A1  Capone,  “Bugsy”  had 
truly  earned  his  nickname 
and  twisted  the  internal 
workings  of  every  ma- 
jor crime  family  in  the  region.  His 
future  looked  best  far  away,  and  he 
moved  to  California,  leaving  his 
wife,  Esta,  in  Scarsdale. 

Officially,  his  move  was  to  ce- 
ment a relationship  with  Jack 
Dragna,  crime  boss  of  California, 
but  “Bugsy”  wasn’t  happy  with  just 
that  assignment. 

While  on  the  West  Coast,  Siegel 
helped  establish  a drug  route  from 
Mexico  to  the  U.S.,  infiltrated  and 


extorted  Hollywood  unions,  took 
over  the  Trans-Union  race  wire 
through  Chicago,  and  set  up  numer- 
ous gaming  houses  in  Los  Angeles. 

The  money  was  good  on  the 
coast,  and  he  made  plenty  with 
the  Santa  Anita  race  track  and  his 
involvement  with  the  Agua  Cali- 
ente  casino  in  Mexico.  But  Siegel 
also  took  a huge  chunk  of  money 
from  the  Trans-Union  wire,  about 
$25,000  a week.  He  considered 

Continued 
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A police  booking  mugshot  of  Benjamin  “Bugsy  ” Siegal  from  1928. 


Siegel  died  before  Flamingo  succeeded 


Continued 

every  racebook  in  Nevada  to  be  part 
of  his  own  income,  since  they  had 
to  pay  a weekly  fee  to  get  results 
and  stay  in  business. 

While  Siegel  was  a great  earner 
for  the  Mob,  he  was  a loose  cannon. 

He  had  offices  in  the  boiler  room 
of  the  Las  Vegas  Club,  and  also 
owned  the  El  Cortez  in  downtown 
Vegas  in  the  early  1940’s,  but  he 
believed  a club  outside  Las  Vegas 
on  the  Los  Angeles  highway  would 
be  very  successful.  He  and  Moe 
Sedway  had  purchased  some  sandy 
desert,  and  eventually  made  a deal 
with  Hollywood  restauranteur  and 
founder  of  The  Hollywood  Reporter 
Billy  Wilkerson  to  build  a resort- 
style  hotel,  something  far  different 
than  the  Western-themed  hotels 
then  in  Los  Vegas. 

Once  Wilkerson  got  the  money 
coming  in  and  the  groundbreaking 
started,  so  did  Siegel.  He  got  Wilk- 
erson to  agree  to  his  help  in  acquir- 


ing materials,  which  were  hard  to 
come-by  in  the  postwar  market  of 
1945,  and  soon  U.S.  Senator  Pat 
McCarran  arranged  the  priority  lists 
to  allow  the  newly  named  Flamingo 
to  get  whatever  it  needed. 

When  cash  ran  short,  Siegel  talk- 
ed more  businessmen  into  invest- 
ing, and  of  course  the  Mob  had  a 
stake  in  the  property.  Before  it  was 
halfway  finished,  Wilkerson  was  a 
bystander,  Ben’s  girlfriend  Virginia 
Hill  was  in  charge  of  decorating, 
and  construction  was  hemorrhaging 
money.  By  opening  time  the  $1.5 
million  dollar  property  had  cost 
nearly  $5  million,  and  the  Mob  was 
holding  the  bag  for  $3  million  of  it. 

“Bugsy”  was  determined  to  open 
for  New  Year’s  Eve  1 946,  but  the 
hotel  rooms  weren’t  done.  The 
casino  and  restaurant  opened  on 
December  26th,  but  the  mobster’s 
luck  was  bad,  as  a winter  storm 
kept  the  Lockheed  Constellation  he 
had  chartered  to  fly  his  Hollywood 

Continued 
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Siegel  comes  to  violent  end  in  1947 

Continued 


friends  to  Vegas  was  grounded  on 
the  tarmac  in  Los  Angeles. 

Siegel’s  childhood  friend  and 
Hollywood  movie  star  George 
Raft  made  it  to  the  Flamingo, 
losing  $65,000  for  the  week,  and 
the  casino  had  a rocky  start,  los- 
ing $300,000  as  players  got  lucky. 
Regardless  of  the  Mob’s  reputation, 
the  old  hands  in  Vegas  weren’t  im- 
pressed: dealers  and  pit  bosses  stole 
easy  pickings  and  put  the  casino  in 
bad  shape. 

The  casino  was  shut  down  while 
construction  was  finished  and  a new 
opening  took  place  on  March  1, 

1 947,  when  the  showroom  featured 
Jimmy  Durante,  the  Xavier  Cugat 
Band,  and  “Baby”  Rosemarie  Cloo- 
ney. Rosemarie  (of  later  Dick  Van 
Dyke  Show  fame)  recalled  waiting 
for  her  first  number  when  a hand- 
some but  tough-looking  gentleman 

Siegel  - walked  up  to  her,  gave 
her  a stack  of  $ 1 00  bills,  and  told 
her  to  go  learn  to  play  craps.  She 
did,  losing  half  the  cash,  and  later 
was  scared  to  death  when  she  had  to 
return  what  was  left  to  him.  Appar- 
ently he  just  laughed,  refusing  the 
money,  but  he  had  little  to  laugh 
about. 

Although  the  property  started  to 
earn  a little  money,  it  was  too  late. 
Siegel  had  too  many  enemies  by 
this  time,  and  even  Meyer  Lansky’s 
pleading  couldn’t  help  him.  He 
was  gunned  down  in  Virginia  Hills 


home  in  Beverly  Hills  while  calmly 
reading  the  paper.  The  best  guess  is 
that  Moe  Sedway  arranged  the  hit, 
using  Frankie  Carbo  as  the  driver 
and  an  unknown  sharpshooter  at  the 
window  of  the  once-named  living 
room.  The  hit  left  “Bugsy”  less 
handsome,  but  more  famous  than 
ever. 

Simultaneously,  the  Flamingo 
was  taken-over  by  Gus  Greenbaum, 
Davie  Berman,  and  Morris  Rosen. 
Sanford  Adler  of  the  El  Rancho 
casino  up  the  street  was  chosen 
to  front  for  the  club,  but  manager 
Rosen  had  to  knock  the  man  down  a 
few  times  before  he  packed-up  and 
headed  to  Reno  where  he  still  had 
some  influence. 

With  Siegel’s  death,  money 
skimmed  from  the  count  room 
finally  started  making  it’s  way  to 
Meyer  Lansky  so  he  could  share  it 
with  the  Mob  families  of  New  York, 
Chicago,  Kansas  City,  and  even  Mi- 
ami. While  Siegel’s  cash  had  nearly 
dried  up,  Lansky  was  reported  to 
have  saved  nearly  $300  million 
from  his  decades  of  involvement 
with  the  Mob  and  casinos  from 
New  York  to  the  newly  legal  clubs 
of  Nevada.  Who  ended  up  with 
lion’s  share  of  that  cash  after  Lan- 
sky died  in  1983  has  never  been 
established,  mi 

Adapted  from  “Vegas  and  the 
Mob  ” by  A l Moe.  “ Vegas  and  the 
Mob  ” is  available  on  amazon.com 
and  at  local  book  stores. 
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At  last  there  is  a coin  dealer  in  the  USA  that  will 
help  you  acquire  new  silver  and  gold  coins,  and 
medals  from  Israel—  officially  issued  by  the  Bank 
of  Israel  and  the  Israel  Coins  and  Medals  Corp. 


Modern  Coin  Wholesale  offers  you  low  prices, 
complimented  by  fast  and  friendly  service. 


Modern  Coin  Wholesale 

You  are  invited  to  call  (855)  907-2646,  email 
sales@moderncoinwholesale.com,  visit 
www.moderncoinwholesale.com,  or  write  to 
us  at  Modern  Coin  Wholesale,  Post  Office  Box 
110159,  Lakewood  Ranch,  FL  34211.  Please 
indicate  that  you  saw  this  ad  in  The  Shekel . 
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TE  rra  Sancta? 


THE 

INTRIGUING 
STORY 
OT  POLITICS, 
RELIGION  AND  ART 
BEHIND 

Israel's  1963 
Terra  Sancta 
"Pilgrim’s"  medal 


By  Bernard  Hoenig 


Why  did  Israel  strike  a medal 
dedicated  to  a Christian  tradi- 
tion when  its  relationship  with  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  was  so 
contentious? 

IFTY-ONE  YEARS  ago, 
the  State  of  Israel  produced  a 
medallic  piece  that  commemorated 
the  Holy  Land  pilgrimage,  a cher- 
ished Christian  tradition.  It  began 
almost  17  centuries  before,  when 
Helena,  mother  of  Roman  Emperor 
Constantine,  reported  she  had  dis- 


The  “ terra  sancta  ” - sacred  land  - of  Jerusalem 
is  considered  so  by  the  three  Abraham ic  reli- 
gions. But  politics  as  divergent  as  the  religions 
dominated  a fateful  1964  visit  to  Israel,  a visit 
commemorated  by  an  adapted  version  of  an  of- 
ficial Israel  state  medal  issued  in  1 963. 

covered  the  hill  of  the  crucifixion 
and  the  tomb  that  had  held  the  body 
of  Jesus. 

The  news  of  Helena’s  discovery 
reverberated  throughout  the  empire. 
As  a result,  Constantine  ordered  the 
construction  of  the  Church  of  the 
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1963  STATE  MEDAL  1ST  OUTSIDE  jUDAISM 


The  1 963  Terra  Sancta  (Latin  for  “Holy  Land ” obverse,  at  left.  At  right,  the  reverse  with 
the  words  LOVE  THEY  NEIGHBOUR  AS  THYSELF  in  Hebrew,  French  and  English. 


Continued 

Holy  Sepulchre  above  the  tomb, 
and,  within  a short  time,  thousands 
of  Christians  began  making  the 
arduous  trek  to  worship  there  and 
visit  other  holy  sites  in  the  Land 
of  Israel.  Although  destroyed  and 
rebuilt  several  times,  the  Church 
of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  has  become 
Christianity’s  most  sacred  site.  To- 
day, more  than  two  million  Chris- 
tian pilgrims  journey  to  Israel  every 
year. 

Designed  by  artist  Miriam  Karoli, 
the  1 963  “Terra  Sancta  medal” — 
popularly  known  as  the  “Christian 
pilgrim’s  medal”—  was  the  Jewish 
nation’s  first  numismatic  object  that 
focused  on  the  practices  of  another 
faith.  The  medal  depicts  a medieval- 
style  map  of  Israel  on  the  obverse, 
with  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  Sea  of 
Galilee  and  Dead  Sea. 


The  words  TERRA  SANCTA 
(Latin  for  “Holy  Land”)  are  in- 
scribed at  the  top.  On  the  reverse, 
the  words  LOVE  THY  NEIGH- 
BOUR AS  THYSELE  in  Hebrew 
encircle  the  raised  rim  and  appear 
in  the  incused  center  in  French  and 
English. 

The  famous  biblical  saying  has 
been  considered  by  many  people 
- including  noted  Jewish  scholar 
Rabbi  Akiva  — to  represent  the 
essence  of  the  Torah.  Its  source, 
Leviticus  19:18,  is  cited  in  English 
and  Hebrew. 

The  initial  striking  of  the  Terra 
Sancta  medals  produced  27,234 
gold,  silver  and  bronze  pieces  of 
varying  sizes.  To  meet  consumer  de- 
mand, another  7,63 1 were  produced 
four  years  later  in  bronze/tombac, 
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Terra  Sancta  medal  controversial 

Continued 


a brass  alloy  containing  copper  and 
zinc. 

The  medal  was  made  by  the  Israel 
Government  Coins  and  Medals 
Corporation  (IGCMC),  which  was 
established  in  1958  to  mint  and 
distribute  the  nation’s  official  med- 
als. It  also  served  as  the  country’s 
marketing  arm  for  commemorative 
coins  and  currency  issued  by  The 
Bank  of  Israel. 

Privatized  in  2008,  the  IGCMC’s 
functions  were  assigned  to  the 
Holy  Land  Mint  (a  division  of  the 
G.R.A.S.  Design  Combinations 
Group),  which  adopted  the  name 
“Israel  Coins  & Medals  Corpora- 
tion” (ICMC). 

Although  generally  accepted  as  a 
poignant  symbol  of  brotherhood,  the 
Terra  Sancta  medal  raised  eyebrows 
when  it  was  first  issued.  As  a point 
of  national  pride,  Israelis  wondered 
why  their  country’s  government 
would  pay  homage  to  a non-  Jewish 
tradition  before  lionizing  Judaism’s 
own  ancient  practice  of  pilgrimages 
to  the  Temple  in  Jerusalem  on  the 
festivals  of  Passover,  Shevuot  and 
Succot. 

More  significantly,  there  was  good 
reason  to  question  the  rationale 
behind  the  minting  of  such  a piece 
when  Israel’s  relationship  with  the 

32 


Roman  Catholic  Church  was  so 
contentious  at  the  time. 

For  15  years,  Israel  vigorously 
pursued  diplomatic  relations  with 
the  Holy  See  (from  the  Latin  Sancta 
Sedes,  meaning  “Holy  Chair”) 
in  Rome.  Although  minimal  cul- 
tural accords  existed,  Israel  was  not 
satisfied  with  begrudging,  defacto 
recognition.  Rather,  it  sought  genu- 
ine acceptance  in  the  form  of  the 
exchange  of  ambassadors  and  the 
establishment  of  embassies,  proto- 
cols and  treaties. 

Certainly,  no  one  could  have 
faulted  Israel  if  it  had  chosen  not 
to  seek  formal  relations  with  the 
Vatican.  Centuries  of  persecution  in 
the  name  of  Christianity  — such  as 
pogroms,  blood  libels  and  the  Span- 
ish Inquisition  — were  not  easily 
erased  from  the  Jewish  soul. 

Many  Israelis  and  Diaspora  Jews 
were  indifferent  (if  not  openly 
opposed)  to  the  State  of  Israel’s 
strenuous  efforts  to  achieve  Vatican 
recognition.  Nonetheless,  Jerusalem 
continued  its  efforts  on  all  levels 
political,  educational  and  cultural 
convinced  that  recognition  by  the 
Catholic  Church  was  essential  if  the 
new  nation  was  to  become  a re- 
spected member  of  the  international 
community. 

Continued 


ISRAEL  SOUGHT  RECOGNITION  OF  STATE 
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Understandably,  then,  the 
Christian  Terra  Saneta  medal 
was  perceived  by  some  people 
as  political  pandering  — a 
deliberate,  but  naive  attempt 
to  achieve  a Vatican  change 
of  heart  through  the  oldest 
known  propaganda  tools: 
coins  and  medals. 

Unwittingly,  the  IGCMC 
fueled  the  controversy  with 
the  colorful,  descriptive  pro- 
spectus it  included  with  the 
medal.  Strangely,  not  once 
were  the  words  “Christian- 
ity,” “Church,”  “Vatican”  or 
“Catholicism”  used,  nor  were 
any  religious  symbols  appar- 
ent to  the  naked  eye.  Instead, 
the  prospectus  simply  stated 
that  the  medal  was  “specially 
designed  for  pilgrims  and  visi- 
tors to  the  Holy  Land.” 


A 1978  medal  of  Israel  features  an  old  "Terra 
Saneta  " map  on  the  obverse  and  the  2,800-year-old 
observation  by  the  prophet  Isaiah  on  the  reverse: 

“ They  all  eater  to  you  and  come  to  you  ” which  is 
recognition  of  the  ancient  tradition  that  assigned 
Jerusalem  centrality  among  all  places  on  earth. 


But  a closer  look  at  the 
cover  page  reveals  crude, 
pen-like  sketches  of  old  build- 
ings, towers,  steeples  and  hills 
outlined  in  white  on  a yellow 
backdrop.  (Yellow  and  white 
happen  to  be  the  Vatican’s 
official  colors.)  Magnified,  the 
illustrations  actually  depict 
various  Christian  sites  in 
Israel.  At  the  bottom,  at  least  two 
crosses  and  numerous  Latin  phrases 
are  visible. 


From  all  appearances,  the  bro- 
chure seems  to  subtly  conceal — or 
at  least  downplay — the  medal’s 
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1964  Papal  visit  a 1st  that  fell  short 


The  historic  visit  of  the  Catholic  pontiff  Pope  Paul  VI  to  Israel  in  1 964  was  a first  in  some 
ways,  and  a failure  in  other,  key,  aspects.  The  Terra  Sancta  medal  of  1 963  was  adapted  by 
the  Israeli  leadership  to  present  a gift  to  the  leader  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church. 


Continued 

Christian  connection.  Was  it  merely 
a marketing  concept  to  reach  a 
wider  collector  base?  Or  was  there 
was  some  political  reason  for  not 
disclosing  the  medal’s  real  objec- 
tive. 

Eventually,  the  IGCMC  reversed 
its  neutral  stance  and  openly  linked 
the  Terra  Sancta  medal  to  the 
Christian  tradition,  but  not  until  19 
years  later  when  it  published  its  first 
official  catalog  and  introduced  the 
medal  with  the  following  statement: 
“The  history  of  Christian  pilgrimage 
to  the  Holy  Land  is  as  old  as  Chris- 
tianity itself.  Many  Christians  are 
driven  by  a strong  desire  to  behold 
with  their  own  eyes  the  area  where 
Jesus  and  the  Apostles  lived  and 
taught.  Reading  the  Old  Testament 


and  the  New  becomes  more  mean- 
ingful to  a person  who  has  visited 
the  places  mentioned  therein.” 

Before  the  year’s  end,  interest  in 
the  medal  began  to  wane  as  other 
numismatic  objects  were  issued.  But 
then,  on  Dec.  4,  1963,  an  unexpect- 
ed, major  event  occurred,  thrusting 
the  Terra  Sancta  medal  onto  the 
world  stage. 

As  the  Twenty-First  Ecumenical 
Council  was  closing  its  session  in 
Rome,  Pope  Paul  VI  (former  Italian 
Cardinal  Giovanni  Battista  Enrico 
Antonio  Maria  Montini)  shocked 
the  Church  fathers  with  an  astonish- 
ing announcement. 

Within  four  weeks,  he  declared. 
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Medals  Christian  aspect  muted  in  ads 


Continued 

he  would  embark  on  the  most 
historic  journey  ever  undertaken  in 
the  annals  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  — the  first  papal  pilgrimage 
to  the  Holy  Land! 

Although  the  trip  was  scheduled 
as  a brief  two-day  journey  to  Israel 
and  Jordan,  from  Jan.  4 to  Jan.  6, 

1 964  ( 1 1 hours  of  which  would 
be  spent  in  Israel),  the  Christian 
faithful  deemed  the  pilgrimage  a 
glorious  moment  in  their  religion’s 
history.  Never  before  had  the  leader 
of  more  than  one  billion  Roman 
Catholics  taken  such  a bold  expedi- 
tion to  the  legendary  land  where 
Christianity  began. 

In  Israel,  however.  Pope  Paul 
Vi’s  announcement  was  met  with  a 
variety  of  emotions,  ranging  from 
cautious  optimism  to  skepticism 
and  outright  indifference.  Perhaps 
the  pope’s  visit  signaled  a thaw  in 
the  Vatican’s  coolness  and,  hope- 
fully, the  long-awaited  change  of  the 
status  quo.  Israelis  could  only  wait 
and  see. 

Working  under  the  code  name 
“Operation  Shalom,’’  police,  mili- 
tary personnel  and  members  of 
other  governmental  agencies  were 
hurriedly  engaged  to  assure  the 
pope’s  safety  during  his  whirlwind 
pilgrimage. 


No  less  important  was  the  cau- 
tious and  judicious  planning  of  pro- 
tocol and  ceremony  so  as  to  avoid 
slighting  a visiting  dignitary  in 
any  way,  especially  when  tensions 
already  existed. 

One  such  concern  was  the  tra- 
ditional gift  to  be  presented  to  the 
pope  and  the  prominent  Church 
leaders  who  accompanied  him: 
Cardinal  Amleto  Giovanni  Cicog- 
nani,  the  Vatican  Secretary  of  State; 
Cardinal  Eugene  Tisserant,  Dean 
of  the  Sacred  College;  and  Car- 
dinal Gustavo  Testa,  Secretary  of 
the  Congregation  for  the  Oriental 
Churches  to  the  Holy  Land. 

When  determining  what  would 
be  most  appropriate,  Israel’s  rank- 
ing leadership  had  to  reflect  on 
the  political  and  religious  aspects 
involved. 

Obviously,  the  gift  had  to  symbol- 
ize the  modem  State  of  Israel  while, 
at  the  same  time,  emphasize  its 
biblical  roots.  Moreover,  a power- 
ful, but  respectful  statement  was 
required  that  would  express  the 
Jewish  State's  frustration  with  the 
Catholic  Church’s  lack  of  recogni- 
tion of  Israel’s  sovereignty. 

At  the  same  time,  it  needed  to 
encourage  a change  of  heart  through 
love,  tolerance  and  brotherhood. 
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Medal  for  Pope  had  requirements 


Images  courtesy  Rosenblum  Rare  Coins 


Bronze  versions  of  the  Terra  Sancta  medal  with  its  special  “ Paul  VI"  incised  inscription 
were  struck  for  the  public.  Only  one  inscribed  silver  medal  is  known  (above). 


Continued 

Israel’s  administration  did  not 
have  far  to  look.  Coincidentally  (or 
so  it  seemed),  just  a few  months  be- 
fore the  pope’s  startling  announce- 
ment, Prime  Minister  Levi  Eshkol’s 
special  committee  on  state  medals 
had  authorized  the  minting  of  the 
Terra  Sancta  piece  venerating  the 
Christian  pilgrim. 

The  words  emblazoned  on  each 
side  aptly  fulfilled  the  government’s 
every  criterion  for  the  occasion.  Es- 
hkol  appointed  a steering  committee 
to  modify  the  original  medal  for  use 
as  the  papal  presentation  piece. 


of  Teddy  Kollek  (later,  Jerusalem’s 
mayor  for  28  years),  the  committee 
directed  the  IGCMC  to  strike  four, 
59mm  Terra  Sancta  medals  in  22kt 
gold  (.9166  fine).  One  medal  would 
be  presented  to  Pope  Paul  VI;  the 
others  would  be  given  to  the  accom- 
panying cardinals. 

Upon  completion,  the  pope’s  med- 
al was  housed  in  an  olive-wood  box 
lined  with  purple  velvet  and  silk.  An 
engraved  plate  affixed  to  the  case 
read,  in  Latin  and  in  Hebrew,  “To 
the  glory  of  his  Holiness  Paul,  VI 
from  Zalman  Shazar,  President  of 
the  State  of  Israel,  5. 1 .64.’’ 


It  was  a brilliant  move,  symboli- 
cally and  nostalgically  linking  Pope 
Paul  VI  — the  ultimate  pilgrim 
to  those  early  Christians  who 
courageously  paved  the  way  for  him 
to  follow.  Under  the  chairmanship 


Two  significant  letters  pertinent  to 
these  medals  (both  written  in  De- 
cember 1963)  are  among  the  docu- 
ments in  the  Israel  State  Archives. 
One  letter,  from  IGCMC  Director 
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ONLY  4 GOLD,  59MM  MEDALS  STRUCK 


Pope  Paul  VI  visited  Israel  in  1964,  but 
did  not  fulfill  great  potential  to  bridge  the 
gulf  that  had  widened  during  WWII.  It 
xvasn 't  until  1993  that  the  Holy  See  rec- 
ognized Israel  as  a nation  and  set  up  an 
embassy  for  political  dialogue. 

Continued 

Yitzchak  Avni  to  David  Simone  of 
the  prime  minister’s  office,  detailed 
the  specifics  of  the  presentation 
boxes. 

In  the  second  letter,  written  just 
six  days  before  the  pilgrimage 
began,  Kollek  sharply  cautioned 
Director  Avni,  “I  want  it  to  be  per- 
fectly clear  that  the  gold  Pilgrim’s 
Medal  cannot  be  sold  to  the  public 
under  any  circumstances  in  the 
same  size  as  that  which  is  given  to 
the  Pope. 

The  only  medal  that  can  be  sold 
will  be  the  much  smaller  ones” 
(obviously  referring  to  the  origi- 


nal 35mm  gold  specimens).  As  a 
result  of  Kollek’s  directive,  no  other 
59mm  gold  medals  were  struck. 

ONLY  FOUR  59mm 
GOLD  MEDALS  STRUCK 

At  8:55  a.m.  on  January  4,  1964, 
with  all  the  preparations  in  place, 
Pope  Paul  VI  boarded  an  Alitalia 
DC-8  jet  painted  for  the  momen- 
tous occasion  in  the  Vatican  colors 
of  yellow  and  white.  The  flight  to 
Jordan  marked  the  first  time  that 
any  reigning  pope  had  flown  on  an 
airplane  or  ventured  outside  Italy 
in  1 50  years.  Thousands  of  people 
gathered  at  Rome’s  airport  to  bid 
him  farewell;  a few  hours  later,  he 
was  similarly  welcomed  in  Amman. 
After  a one-day,  whirlwind  tour  of 
Jordanian-occupied  Bethany,  Beth- 
lehem, Nablus  and  the  Old  City  of 
Jerusalem,  Pope  Paul  VI  entered 
Israel  at  the  Megiddo  border  cross- 
ing in  the  north. 

In  a red-carpet  procession,  replete 
with  the  sounding  of  trumpets  and 
the  customary  dipping  of  the  Israeli 
flag  by  a military  honor  guard,  the 
pope  was  received  by  the  high- 
est ranking  government  officials, 
including  President  Zalman  Shazar, 
Prime  Minister  Levi  Eshkol,  Deputy 
Premier  Abba  Eban,  Religious 
Affairs  Minister  Zorach  Warhaft- 
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Paul  VI  l set  on  no  political  agenda 


A silver-plated  non-official  Terra  Sancta  medal  of  the  visit  of  Pope  Paul  VI  to  Israel  in  1964. 
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ing.  Chief  Justice  Yitzchak  Olshan, 
Police  Minister  Behor  Shitreet  and 
Knesset  Speaker  Kadish  Luz. 

Despite  the  warm  exchange  of 
greetings,  a somber  chill  extended 
beyond  the  cold  winter  morning. 

A day  before.  Prime  Minister  Esh- 
kol  was  advised  that  the  pontiff  em- 
phatically declared  that  his  trip  was 
“a  purely  religious  act,  absolutely 
extraneous  to  any  kind  of  political 
or  temporal  considerations.” 

It  was  extremely  disheartening 
to  Israel’s  leaders,  who  had  hoped 
a major  diplomatic  breakthrough 
would  emerge  from  the  historic 
pilgrimage. 

Subtly  referring  to  the  disappoint- 
ing turn  of  events,  President  Shazar 
and  Prime  Minister  Eshkol  reiter- 


ated their  desire  for  peace  and  the 
important  role  that  the  pope  could 
play  in  the  region. 

Going  a step  further,  President 
Shazar  recalled  the  Holocaust  and 
reminded  the  pope  how  “ancient 
prejudices  and  racial  hatreds  can 
drag  men  down  if  a purifying  spirit 
does  not  come  into  being  while 
there  is  yet  time  to  dam  up  these 
dangers  forever.” 

In  response,  Pope  Paul  VI  reiter- 
ated the  non-political  purpose  of 
his  trip,  saying,  “Your  Excellency 
knows,  and  God  is  our  witness,  that 
we  are  not  inspired  during  this  visit 
by  any  other  motive  than  purely 
spiritual  ones.” 

Speaking  in  French,  he  quoted 
from  the  Prophet  Jeremiah  and 
described  himself  as  “a  pilgrim 
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Pontiff  did  tour  Jerusalem 


In  1964  Pope  Paul  VI  took  a one-day  our  of  the  Old  City  of  Jerusalem  (above), 
Bethany,  Bethlehem  and  Nablus  before  entering  Israel. 
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of  peace.”  He  concluded  with  the 
Hebrew  words  of  greetings,  “Sha  - 
lorn,  Shalom.” 

The  special  59mm  gold  Terra 
Sancta  medals  prepared  exclu- 
sively for  the  papal  party  were  then 
presented  to  Pope  Paul  VI  and  his 
entourage.  The  pope  reciprocated 
with  gifts  of  his  own,  including  a 
Vatican  medal  commemorating  the 
pilgrimage. 

The  subject  of  diplomatic  arrange- 
ments between  the  two  states  was 
never  broached. 

The  British  Broadcasting  Com- 
pany candidly  reported  in  its  March 
2000  online  article  “Flashback: 
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1964  Papal  Visit”  that  “Pope  Paul 
VI  never  once  called  Israel  by 
name,  and  went  out  of  his  way  to 
avoid  using  the  word  ‘Jews’... he 
avoided  all  sites  of  Jewish  sig- 
nificance including  Yad  Vashem  ” 
[Jerusalem’s  renowned  Holocaust 
Memorial  Center].” 

According  to  the  Jewish  Tele- 
graphic Agency,  however,  one  of 
the  visiting  cardinals  did,  in  fact, 
go  to  the  Chamber  of  the  Holocaust 
(the  small  Mount  Zion  building  that 
once  served  as  Israel’s  first  such 
museum).  There,  he  lit  six  candles 
in  memory  of  the  six  million  Jews 
murdered  by  the  Nazis  during  World 
War  II. 
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Despite  visit,  relations  remained  cool 
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Pope  Paul  VI  returned  to  Rome  on 
Jan.  6,  1964.  While  hailing  the  Holy 
See’s  reconciliation  with  Greek 
Orthodox  Patriarch  Athenagoras 
as  the  greatest  accomplishment  of 
his  pilgrimage  (ending  a 500-year 
schism  between  the  two  Catholic 
church  groups),  the  pope  was  es- 
sentially silent  about  his  journey 
through  Israel. 

Sadly,  the  Israel/Holy  See  state 
of  affairs  remained  lukewarm  for 
another  three  decades.  Finally,  in 
1994,  Pope  John  Paul  II  (Poland’s 
former  Cardinal  Karol  Jozef  Woj- 
tyla)  established  full  diplomatic 
relations  with  the  Jewish  nation. 

Today,  Israel  and  the  Roman  Cath- 
olic Church  enjoy  a good  relation- 
ship in  a spirit  of  mutual  respect, 
despite  the  existence  of  significant 
policy  differences. 

One  of  the  more  fascinating  (and 
prominent)  stories  surrounding 
the  Terra  Sancta  medal  involves 
the  quiet  release  of  a special  issue 
around  the  time  of  Pope  Paul  Vi’s 
trip.  Cataloged  as  CM- 19  by  the 
IGCMC,  620  large  bronze  pieces 
were  authorized  by  Israel’s  govern- 
ment. 

Added  at  the  top  of  the  obverse 
was  the  legend  VISITE  DE  S.S.  LE 
PAPE  PAUL  VI,  5. 1 .64.  Most  likely, 
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the  pieces  came  from  the  initial  is- 
sue of  1 1,050  bronzes  and  were  sim- 
ply overstamped  with  that  legend. 

Amazingly,  despite  the  enmity 
between  Jordan  and  Israel,  all  620 
were  sold  to  a Jordanian  institution 
in  Bethlehem  for  distribution  to 
Christian- Arab  communities. 

In  2008  one  such  medal  was 
featured  in  an  Ira  & Larry  Goldberg 
Coins  & Collectibles  auction.  The 
hammer  price  was  $50,  extremely 
low  for  a numismatic  item  with  such 
a storied  background. 

In  a November  2013  auction  con- 
ducted by  William  M.  Rosenblum, 
two  more  of  those  620  commis- 
sioned medals  surfaced. 

One  was  identical  to  the  Goldberg 
bronze.  The  other,  however,  was  an 
unknown  59mm  sterling  silver  piece 
bearing  the  distinct  VISITE  state- 
ment. 

Conceivably,  one  of  the  original 
4,767  large  silver  issues  inadver- 
tently found  its  way  into  the  bin  of 
the  620  bronzes  for  distribution  in 
Jordan,  thus  earning  the  title  “Is- 
rael’s rarest  State  medal.” 

The  bronze  realized  $55,  while 
the  unique  silver  specimen  went  for 
$500  — one  and  a half  times  more 
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ISRAELI  LEADERS  PUSHED  FOR  RECOGNITION 


Golda  Meir,  during  her  term  as  Prime  Minister,  requested  150  Terra  Sane t a medals 
in  a smaller  size  (35mm)  in  .935  silver  for  use  as  key  fob  gifts.  A ring,  not  shown, 
was  brazed  at  the  top. 


Continued 

than  the  estimate! 

Even  legendary  Prime  Minister 
Golda  Meir  was  enchanted  with  the 
medal.  In  1972  she  requested  that 
the  government  produce  150  small 
silver  medallions  (50  inscribed  in 
French  and  100  in  English)  for  per- 
sonal presentation  pieces. 

Most  of  the  medals  for  Meir  were 
mounted  in  bezel  key  chains.  One 
side  showed  the  Terra  Sancta  map. 

The  medal’s  inscription  was 
replaced  with  Israel’s  State  Seal,  the 
words  “With  Compliments,”  Meir’s 
replicated  signature,  and  her  title, 
“Prime  Minister  of  Israel.” 

Revisiting  the  story  of  the  Terra 
Sancta  medal,  one  question  still 
remains  unanswered:  Did  Israel 


deliberately  time  the  medal's  release 
to  coincide  with  Pope  Paul  Vi’s 
pilgrimage? 

An  affirmative  answer  would 
presuppose  that  the  Israeli  govern- 
ment knew  about  the  pilgrimage 
at  least  four  months  before  it  was 
disclosed  to  the  public.  (According 
to  the  ICMC,  it  takes  approximately 
that  much  time  to  produce  a State 
medal.) 

Considering  the  tenuous  situa- 
tion that  then  existed  between  the 
two  states,  it  seems  unlikely  Israel 
would  have  been  privy  to  such 
information. 

Moreover,  the  extraordinary 
secrecy  surrounding  the  pilgrimage 
extended  to  numerous  leaders  in  the 
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Papal  visit  well  planned  in  advance 

Continued 


Vatican  hierarchy. 

Consequently,  many  prominent 
clerics  were  openly  perturbed  at 
what  was  perceived  to  be  a serious 
breach  of  protocol  by  Pope  Paul  VI. 

And  yet,  as  reported  in  the  book 
Pope  Paul  VI  in  the  Holy  Land 
(Herder  & Herder,  New  York, 

1 964),  the  pilgrimage  was  not  a 
“spur  of  the  moment”  idea. 

Rather,  the  blueprints  had  been 
quietly  drafted  during  the  summer 
of  1963.  It  was  then  that  Pope  Paul 
VI  read  The  Poor,  Jesus  and  the 
Church,  an  inspiring  tome  written 
by  Paul  Gauthier,  a French  priest 
who  lived  in  Nazareth.  Father 
Gauthier  was  well  known  to  Israeli 
officials  for  his  exceptional  work 
with  the  poor  in  northern  Israel. 

In  an  impassioned  letter  to  Pope 
Paul  VI,  the  young  priest  urged  him 
to  visit  the  Holy  Land  and  to  per- 
sonally see  the  good  that  was  being 
accomplished  with  the  poor. 

On  Sept.  21,  1963,  the  pontiff 
wrote  to  Father  Gauthier  that  he 
had,  in  fact,  decided  to  make  the 
unprecedented  pilgrimage. 

In  that  correspondence,  the  pope 
stated  that  “the  journey  should  be 
undertaken  as  soon  as  possible,  con- 
ducted in  simplicity,  piety,  atone- 


ment and  charity.  It  is  to  be  planned 
in  every  detail  and  arrangements 
must  be  kept  secret.  Only  a few  cho- 
sen persons  will  participate.” 

Besides  Gauthier,  those  “chosen 
persons”  included  Greek  Orthodox 
prelates,  Patriarch  Athenagoras  of 
Constantinople,  Archbishop  George 
Maximos  Hakim  of  Haifa,  and 
Cardinals  Giacomo  Lercaro  and 
Cardinal  Augustin  Bea  Monsignor, 
among  others  referred  to  in  Herder’s 
book  as  “the  initiates.” 

It  is  unclear  if  any  Israelis  were 
actually  brought  into  the  pope’s  “in- 
ner circle.”  Nonetheless,  since  many 
of  those  initiates  resided  in  Israel, 
it  is  very  possible  that  the  pope’s 
plans  were  inadvertently  leaked  to 
Israeli  officials. 

Such  an  acknowledgement  would 
have  enabled  them  to  produce  the 
Christian  pilgrim’s  medal  as  a pre- 
lude to  the  pontif’s  trip. 

That  also  could  explain  the 
IGCMC’s  peculiar  introductory  bro- 
chure, with  its  neutral  content  and 
shadowy  icons. 

Aware  of  the  planned  papal  trip, 
Israel  may  have  discreetly  published 
the  somewhat  ambiguous  brochure 
in  deference  to  the  pope’s  wishes 
for  absolute  secrecy  and  to  avoid 
prematurely  revealing  his  plans  to 

Continued 
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Original  4 gold  medals  now  missing 


Continued 

the  public. 

As  speculative  as 
all  this  might  be,  it  is 
well  documented  that 
33  days  before  the 
pope’s  December  1963 
announcement,  the 
government  of  Israel 
was  actually  advised 
of  the  pilgrimage  by 
Pope  Paul  VI  himself! 


Prime  Minister  Levi  Eshkol  was  instrumental  in  the  visit  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Pontiff  ’s  visit  to  Israel  on  Jan.  5,  1964. 


Maurice  Fischer, 

Israel’s  ambassador  to 
Italy,  was  called  to  a 
meeting  with  the  pope 
at  the  Vatican,  where 
he  was  provided  with 
every  detail  of  the  pro- 
posed trip.  (Jordan’s 
emissary,  Edmond  Bey 
Roch,  was  similarly 
informed  a short  time  later.) 

Now,  on  the  golden  anniversary 
of  Pope  Paul  Vi’s  pilgrimage  to  the 
Holy  Land,  an  incredible  footnote 
to  that  historical  record  must  be 
disclosed. 

In  an  astonishingly  candid  re- 
sponse to  the  author’s  inquiry  as 
to  the  whereabouts  of  those  fabled 
gold  medals  presented  to  the  pope 
and  his  three  cardinals  on  January 
5,  1964,  the  Governatorato  SCV 
Ufficion  Filatelico  (Philatelic  and 
Numismatic  Office  of  the  Vatican 


City  State)  acknowledged  that  “we 
checked  with  the  Vatican  Secretary 
of  State...  unfortunately  there  is 
not  any  trace  or  information  in  their 
archives  about  the  mentioned  Med- 
als.” 

Thus,  the  most  prized  of  Israel’s 
Terra  Sancta  medals  have  gone 
missing.  Perhaps,  one  day,  they  will 
reappear.  But  until  then,  the  final 
chapter  of  one  of  the  world’s  most 
intriguing  numismatic  sagas  re- 
mains unwritten,  nu 

This  article  is  adapted  from  cm  article 
in  the  January  2014  issue  of  “ The  Nu- 
mismatist. ” Reprinted  with  permission. 


N EW  50  NS  NOTES 

1ST  IN  SERIES;  TO  BE  CIRCULATED  IN  LATE  2014 


The  Bank  of 
Israel’s  new  50  NS 
banknote  features  a 
portrait  of  poet  and 
noted  translater 
of  Greek  classics 
Shan/  Tchernicho- 
vskv,  whose  poem 
“Oh,  My  Land, 

My  Birthplace  ” 
inspired  the  design 
of  this  banknote. 
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The  back  of  the 
Bank  of  Israel’s  new 
50  NS  banknote 
honoring  Shaul 
Tchernichovsky. 

Both  front  and  back 
feature  a line,  in 
microtext,  from 
his  poetry  that  can 
only  be  seen  with  a 
magnifying  lens. 


Ahead  of  the  first  new  NIS  50 
banknote  entering  circulation,  the 
Bank  of  Israel  on  March  2,  2014, 
provided  the  first  50  NS  banknote 
specimens  to  manufacturers,  suppli- 
ers, and  operators  of  vending,  count- 
ing and  sorting  machines,  in  order  to 
allow  calibration  for  their  acceptance 
into  the  economy. 

The  new  note  series  is  scheduled 
to  be  released  into  circulation  in  the 
latter  half  of  20 14,  the  Bank  said  in  a 
late  20 1 3 press  release. 

The  new  50  NS  banknote  honors 
poet  and  noted  translator  of  Greek 


classics  Shaul  Tchernichovsky. 

In  its  latest  press  release,  The  Bank 
of  Israel  stated  it  “is  investing  con- 
siderable resources  and  efforts  so  that 
Israel’s  banknotes  will  be  secure  and 
very  advanced,  in  line  with  global 
technological  trends,  in  order  to 
maintain  confidence  in  the  currency 
and  economic  stability  in  Israel. 

The  developments  in  banknotes,  the 
increased  level  of  counterfeits  around 
the  world,  and  the  technology  that 
counterfeiters  possess  require  the 
Bank  to  bring  the  banknotes’  stan- 
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Details  of  the  new  50  New  Shekel  note 


Continued 

dards  in  line  with  the  challenges  of 
coming  years.” 

Some  of  those  new  anti-counter- 
feiting standards  include  microtext 
on  the  banknotes.  On  the  new  50 
NS  banknote,  poetry  of  Tchernicho- 
vsky’s  is  printed  in  microtext  and  is 
visible  only  with  a magnifying  lens. 
(The  same  is  true  for  the  U.S.  $100 
banknote.  Look  closely  at  Benjamin 
Franklin’s  right  collar  with  a magni- 
fying glass  to  read  “United  States  of 
America.”) 

Banknotes  from  the  new  series 
feature  advanced  standards  of  secu- 
rity, innovation,  and  accessibility,  the 
Bank  stated.  “The  banknotes  differ 
from  each  other  in  color  and  length 
for  the  benefit  of  the  blind  and  vision 
impaired,  and  the  banknotes  incor- 
porate advanced  anti-counterfeiting 


security  features.  The  Bank  of  Israel 
is  introducing  the  final  and  detailed 
design  of  the  new  banknote,  so  that 
the  public  can  begin  to  become  famil- 
iar with  the  new  banknote. 

“Before  the  new  banknote  enters 
circulation,  the  Bank  will  publish 
comprehensive  explanatory  informa- 
tion about  the  security  features  inte- 
grated into  the  banknotes,  informa- 
tion about  exchanging  the  banknotes 
and  about  the  period  in  which  both 
the  old  and  new  banknotes  will  be  in 
circulation.” 

The  bank  also  noted  that  existing 
banknotes  will  continue  to  be  legal 
tender  for  an  unspecified  number 
(“several”)  years,  “and  the  public  will 
be  provided  a timeframe  of  several 
years  during  which  it  will  be  possible 
to  exchange  the  old  banknotes  for  the 
new  ones.”  mi 


2014  50  NS  Banknote 
Specifications 


Denomination 

NIS50 

Portrait  (horizontal) 

Shaul  Tchernichovsky 

Dominant  color: 

Green 

Size 

136mm  x 71mm 

Background  picture,  note  Front 

Citrus  tree  and  fruits 

Microtext  on  note  Front 

(can  onlv  be  seen  with  a macnifvin v class ) 

Poem:  Oh,  My  Land,  My  Birthplace1 

Background  pictures,  note  Back 

Capitals  of  Corinthian  columns2 

Text,  note  Back 

Segment  from  the  poem:  “I  Believe” 

Signs  for  blind  and  vision  impaired: 

Different  length  for  each  denomination  in  the 
series — a difference  of  7 mm;  designated  raised 
ink  symbol  for  each  denomination,  transparent 
and  discernible  by  touch. 

1 ) The  poem  “Oh,  My  Land,  My  Homeland”,  which  was  the  inspiration  for  the  design  of  the  front  of  the 


banknote,  contains  the  words  “the  bouquet  of  spring  orchards”  and  so  a citrus  tree  and  its  fruits  appear. 
2)  The  back  of  the  banknote  portrays  a Corinthian  column  in  reference  to  parts  of  Tchernichovsky’s 
compositions  and  his  wonderful  translations  of  ancient  Greek  literature. 
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Vision  of  a Zionist,  socialist  dream 

I Believe 

By  Shaul  Tchernichovsky 

Rejoice,  rejoice  now  in  the  dreams 
I the  dreamer  am  he  who  speaks 
Rejoice,  for  I’ll  have  faith  in  mankind 
For  in  mankind  I believe. 

For  my  soul  still  yearns  for  freedom 
I’ve  not  sold  it  to  a calf  of  gold 
For  I shall  yet  have  faith  in  mankind 
In  its  spirit  great  and  bold 
That  will  cast  off  binding  chains 
Raise  us  up,  hold  high  our  heads 
Workers  will  not  die  of  hunger 
For  souls  - release,  for  poor  folk  - bread. 

Rejoice  for  I have  faith  in  friendship 
I’ll  find  a heart  - in  this  I’ve  faith  - 
A heart  that  shares  in  all  my  hopes, 

A heart  that  feels  both  joy  and  pain. 

And  I shall  keep  faith  in  the  future, 

Though  the  day  be  yet  unseen 
Surely  it  will  come  when  nations 
All  live  in  blessed  peace. 

Then  my  people  too  will  flourish 
And  a generation  shall  arise 
In  the  land,  shake  off  its  chains 
And  see  light  in  every  eye. 

It  shall  live,  love,  accomplish,  labor 

In  the  land  it  is  alive 
Not  in  the  future,  not  in  heaven  - 
And  its  spirit  shall  henceforth  thrive. 

A poet  shall  sing  a new  anthem, 

His  heart  aware  of  beauty  sublime 
For  him,  that  young  man,  above  my  tomb 
Blossoms  in  a wreath  shall  twine. 

Written  in  Odessa  in  1892. 

Translated  from  Hebrew  by  Vivian  Eden 
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Music  to  Sooth 


David’s  harp  on  coins  and  medals 


By  Mel  Wacks 

avid  Playing  for  Saul  is 
the  18th  coin  in  the  Bibli- 
cal Art  Series,  issued  in  2013. 
The  image  oT  David  playing 
the  harp  for  Saul  to  relieve  him 
of  depression  after  the  king- 
ship  was  taken  away  from  him, 
reflects  the  rise  and  fall  of  Saul 
described  in  the  Book  of  Samuel 
I. 

In  the  time  of  the  Judges,  the 
Philistines  were  a constant  men- 
ace to  the  people  of  Israel  and 


The  20/3  Israel  gold  “David  Playing  for 
Saul''  coin  is  one  of  three  denominations 
offered  in  the  18th  issue  of  the  Biblical  Art 
Series. 


Continued 
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David's  harp  marked  change  of  power 


David  and  his  harp  on  a mosaic  from  a 
synagogue  in  Gaza  was  reproduced  in 
color  on  cm  official  Israel  medal  issued  in 
2012.  This  is  part  of  a series  of  8 medals 
commemorating  beautiful  ancient  mosaics 
discovered  over  40  years  ago.  You  can  read 
more  in  the  January-February  2013  issue 
of  “ The  Shekel.  ” 

Below,  right.  The  2103  2 NIS  silver  is 
available  in  Uncirculated  and  Proof. 


Continued 

the  people  asked  the  Prophet 
Samuel  for  a King. 

Saul,  the  son  of  Qish  from  the 
Tribe  of  Benjamin,  was  chosen, 

“a  choice  young  man  and  hand- 
some.. . .taller  than  any  of  the 
people”  (I  Samuel  9:2). 

Saul’s  kingship  lasted  for 
two  years  and  was  torn  by  war 
against  the  Philistines.  Further 
to  this,  he  was  commanded  by 
G-d  through  Samuel  to  wage 
war  against  Amalek.  Saul, 
however,  instead  of  exerting  his 
authority  as  king,  listened  to  the 
people,  who  urged  him  to  have 
mercy  on  Amalek. 

Thus  began  his  downfall  for 
not  obeying  the  word  of  G-d. 
Commanded  by  G-d,  Samuel 
took  the  kingship  away  from 
Saul. 

Samuel  was  then  sent  by  G-d 
to  take  a king  from  the  sons  of 
Jesse  the  Bethlehemite.  Jesse 

Continued 

48 


Harp  also  a symbol  of  healing 


“ David  the  Shepherd  Playing  His  Harp , ” a large  4 'A-  x 6'/2-inch  bronze  medal  by  Alex  Shagin, 
issued  in  1996  to  commemorate  the  3,000 ™ anniversary  of  Jerusalem,  “The  City  of  David.  ” 


Continued 

brought  his  sons  before  Samuel 
but  not  one  of  them  was  deemed 
fit  for  the  kingship  by  G-d. 

When  he  finally  brought  his 
youngest  son,  David  the  shep- 
herd, “ruddy  with  fine  eyes  and 
good  looking”  (I  Samuel  16:12), 
G-d  commanded  Samuel  “Arise, 
anoint  him:  for  this  is  he”  (/ 
Samuel  16:12).  From  this  day 
forward,  the  spirit  of  G-d  left 
Saul  and  passed  to  David. 

An  evil  spirit  tormented  Saul. 
To  help  him,  Saul’s  servants 
suggested  that  a man  who  can 
play  well  be  brought  to  him. 

David,  the  son  of  Jesse, 


whose  anointment  as  king  was 
as  yet  unknown,  was  chosen 
and  brought  before  Saul.  David 
played  sweetly  on  his  harp  and 
relieved  Saul  of  his  depressed 
spirit. 

Saul’s  imminent  disappearance 
as  king  is  represented  on  the 
coin  by  an  outlined  background 
image  of  Saul  seated  on  the 
throne,  his  crown  detached  from 
his  head.  In  the  foreground,  Da- 
vid, the  young  shepherd  whose 
anointment  as  future  king  was 
not  yet  known,  is  depicted  play- 
ing for  Saul. 

A decoration  symbolizing 
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Profound  history  backs  David's  harp 


At  left:  King  David  playing  his  harp, 
from  Psalter  created  for  the  German 
Archbishop  Egbert  of  Trier  (977  to 
993)  by  the  monks  of  the  Abbey  of 
Reichenau. 

Below,  top:  Neve/  or  chelys  on  Bar 
Kochba  Revolt  middle  bronze,  133/4 
C.E.  Picture  courtesyWilliam  Rosen- 
blum  Rare  Coins. 

Below,  bottom:  Kin  nor  on  Bar  Ko- 
chba Revolt  silver  zuz  (overstruck  de- 
narius), 134/5  C.E.  Picture  courtesy 
Goldberg  A uctions. 


Continued 

David’s  harp  is  also  featured  on  the  other 
side  of  the  coin,  along  with  the  face 
value,  Israel  State  emblem,  “Israel”  in 
English,  Hebrew  and  Arabic,  mint  year 
and  mint  mark  Star  of  David  on  prooflike 
coins,  Hebrew  “mem”  on  proof  coins). 

Varieties  (all  minted  by  the  Royal 
Norwegian  Mint)  are:  1 New  Sheqel, 

14.4  gm.  sterling  silver,  limited  to  1,800; 
2 New  Sheqalim,  1 troy  oz.  pure  silver, 
limited  2,800;  1 New  Sheqel,  1.244  gm. 
pure  gold,  limited  to  5,000;  and  10  New 
Sheqalim,  16.96  gm.  22  kt  gold,  limited 
to  555. 

The  David  and  Saul  side  was  designed 
by  Gideon  Keich;  Moshe  Pereg  designed 
the  national  obverse  with  denomina- 
tion. Both  sides  were  sculpted  by  Tidhar 
Dagan.  mi 
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I N 1 866,  S EATS 
WERE  SOLD  FOR  GOLD 

in  San  Francisco  Synagogue 


Congregation  Emanu-El  of 
San  Francisco  was  selling 
seats  in  the  Synagogue  as  early  as 
1 866.  What  is  most  interesting  is 
that  the  seats  were  handled  like 
real  estate  and  registered  with  the 
County  of  San  Francisco  - com- 
plete with  a United  States  Inter- 
Revenue  Tax  Stamp.  And  - Con- 
gregation Emanu-El  collected  fees 


Congregation  Emanu-El,  Sutter  Street, 

San  Francisco,  circa  1 865-1880,  from  the 
Robert  N.  Dennis  collection  of  stereoscopic 
views/Wikimedia.  Note  the  gas-fired  Street 
lamp  in  the  foreground,  a Victorian  affec- 
tation that  would  contribute  to  the  earth- 
quake and  fire  disaster  of  1906. 

in  gold  coins  - $450  worth  for  three 
seats  according  to  a contract  signed 
in  1 866  and  filed  with  the  State  of 

Continued 
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of  California. 
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California  and  City  and  County  of 
San  Francisco.  Shown  above,  the 
text  of  the  contract  includes  the  fol- 
lowing, under  the  head  of  the  State 
of  California: 


State  of  California 

City  and  County  of 
San  Francisco 

Continued 
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GOLD  COINS  OF  THE  ERA  HIGHLY  PRIZED  TODAY 


Photo  courtesy  Heritage  Auctions 

This  1866  $20  gold  coin  minted  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint  sold  for  $19,550  in  March  of 
2012  at  a sale  conducted  by  Heritage  Auctions.  If  the  three  synagogue  seats  were  paid 
for  with  twenty-two  of  these  coins  (plus  a $10  gold  coin),  these  would  be  worth  more  than 
$430,000  today! 


Continued 

Know  all  Men  by  these  Presents 

That  Mr.  S.  Sweet  has  purchased 
and  paid  the  sum  of four  hundred 
and  fifty  Dollars  in  United  States 
gold  coin  for  seats  7,  8 8c  9,  Bench 
E,  Section  2 in  the  SYNAGOGUE 
EMANU-EL,  situated  on  the  North 
Side  of  Sutter  Street,  between  Stock- 
ton  and  Powell  Streets,  in  the  City 
and  County  of  San  Francisco. 


existing  or  that  may  hereafter  as  any 
time  exist. 

In  Witness  Whereof,  said  Con- 
gregation Emanu-El  have  set  the 
corporate  seal  of  said  Congregation 
hereto,  and  caused  the  same  to  be 
attested  by  the  President  and  Sec- 
retary thereof,  this  Second  day  of 
April , 1866. 

Lewis  Sachs,  President 

Goodman , Secetrary 


Said  L.  Sweet , his  heirs  and  as- 
signs are  to  have  and  to  hold  the 
same  forever,  subject  nevertheless  to 
all  and  every  tax,  rate,  assessment, 
condition,  restriction  or  regulation 
as  may  from  time  to  time  be  levied, 
imposed  or  created  by,  through,  or 
under  any  By-Laws  or  Constitution 
of  the  Congregation  Emanu-El,  now 


mi  rm  rm  rm 

Reprinted  courtesy  of  the  Jewish 
Museum  of  the  American  West 
( www. jmaw.  org) 
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ON  E DAY 
AT  A TIME 


PARTICIPATION  TOKEN 
OF  A 12-STEP  PROGRAM 
MERGES  2 SYMBOLS 


The  “Official  Online  So- 
ber Camel  Store”  offers 
numerous  tokens  which 
can  be  carried  as  personal  memen- 
tos by  those  who  have  completed 
the  programs  of  Alcoholics  Anony- 
mous - to  remind  themselves  of  the 
importance  of  their  sobriety. 

One  of  these  tokens  is  described 


by  www.sobercamel.com  as  “A 
medallion  for  Jewish  A A Groups  . . . 
The  ‘coin’  has  a beautiful  high  pol- 
ish finish.  On  one  side  is  the  Star  of 
David  and  the  other  side  is  an  AA 
symbol.” 

While  the  triangle  of  Alcoholics 
Anonymous  is  no  longer  an  official 

Continued 
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12-STEP  RECOVERY  PROGRAMS  WIDESPREAD 


Continued 

symbol,  it  is  commonly  seen  online, 
on  chips  and  tokens,  and  on  adorn- 
ments. The  triangle  within  a circle 
stands  for  three  important  aspects 
of  the  AA  program: 

- Recovery  (the  12  steps  of  Alco- 
holics Anonymous), 

- Unity  (the  12  Traditions  of  Al- 
coholics Anonymous,  starting  with 
the  common  welfare  of  members), 

- Service  (including  taking  others 
through  the  steps). 

Other  recovery-program  offerings 
online  include  the  pendants  shown 
here,  in  silver  and  .570  fine  gold. 

Interestingly,  a study  funded  in 
part  by  the  National  Institute  on 
Alcohol  Abuse  and  Alcoholism 
concluded  that  “genes,  not  religion, 
may  help  explain  why  Jews  gener- 
ally have  fewer  problems  with  alco- 
hol than  Caucasians  in  general.” 

The  study  findings,  which  ap- 
peared in  the  journal  Alcohol- 
ism: Clinical  and  Experimental 
Research,  also  suggested  that  the 
protective  effects  of  this  gene  may 
be  undermined  by  a culture  that 
encourages  drinking,  as  in  Rus- 
sia, indicating  that  “both  genes  and 
environment  influence  the  develop- 
ment of  alcohol  dependence. 

“Russia  has  one  of  the  world’s 
highest  levels  of  alcohol  consump- 
tion, whereas  Israel  has  one  of  the 
lowest.”  HU 


Top:  A silver  Star  of  David  surrounds  the 
traditional  triangle  of  Alcoholics  Anony- 
mous. The  14-kt  gold  Star  of  David,  above, 
surrounds  the  square  of  another  1 2-step 
recovety  program,  Narcotics  Anonymous. 
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tel  megiddo 

COIN  DESIGN  WINS 
INTERNATIONAL  HONOR 

“Best Architectural  Design" 


The  2012  Israel  commemora- 
tive coin  “Tel  Megiddo”  has 
been  honored  as  the  “most  beauti- 
ful architectural  representation  on  a 
coin”  by  an  international  group  of 
numismatic  experts. 

The  announcement  was  made  in 
November  2013  by  the  Vicenza 
Numismatica  organization  of  Italy 
in  its  annual  “Vicenza  Palladio” 


competition  for  commemorative 
coins. 

The  judging  panel  praised  the 
“simple,  clean,  and  sharp  design” 
of  the  coin,  and  stated  further  “that 
these  qualities  are  regular  features 
of  Israel’s  commemorative  coins.” 
This  honor  is  Israel’s  second  ma- 
jor win  at  this  competition. 

Continued 
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Consistency  of  design  a hallmark 


Continued 

In  2011,  the  “Gymnastics”  coin 
issued  in  honor  of  the  London 
Olympics  won  first  place  in  the 
international  competition. 

According  to  a press  release  from 
the  Bank  of  Israel,  the  award  was 
accepted  by  the  bank’s  head  of  the 
currency  department,  Mr.  Morde- 
chai  Fein. 

Along  with  Fein’s  praise  for  the 
coin’s  artist,  Osnat  Eshel,  for  her 
“excellent  work,”  the  currency  dept, 
head  took  the  opportunity  to  tell 
the  gathered  audience  some  of  the 
highlights  of  the  long  and  storied 
history  of  the  Tel  Megiddo  site. 

Fein  also  spoke  about  one  of  the 
most  fascinating  insights  into  life  at 
Tel  Megiddo  some  3,000  years  ago 
during  the  time  of  King  Solomon, 
and  of  the  extensive  running  water 
system  laid  throughout  the  fortifica- 
tions. 

As  noted  by  archaeological 
experts,  Megiddo  is  the  only  site 
in  Israel  mentioned  by  every  great 
power  in  the  Ancient  Near  East. 

As  such,  the  site  is  widely  regard- 
ed as  the  most  important  biblical 
period  site  in  Israel,  according  to 
archaeologists  at  Tel  Aviv  Univer- 
sity, a leader  in  recent  excavations. 

“Biblical  Megiddo  was  the  scene 
of  several  battles  that  decided  the 
fate  of  all  Asia  west  of  the  Euphra- 
tes. Surrounded  by  mighty  fortifica- 
tions, outfitted  with  sophisticated 
water  installations,  and  adorned 
with  impressive  palaces  and  tem- 


The  1 NIS  commemorative  coin  reflects  the 
clean  simplicity  of  the  design  that  won  it 
international  honor. 


pies,  Megiddo  was  the  queen  of  cit- 
ies of  Canaan  and  Israel,”  according 
to  Tel  Aviv  University. 

By  3500  BCE,  Megiddo  was  a 
dominant  city  in  the  region.  By 
2000  BCE  Megiddo  was  a center  of 
Egyptian  administration  in  Canaan. 

And  when  the  city-states  of  Ca- 
naan revolted  against  the  pharaohs, 
they  based  their  revolt  from  the 

Continued 
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Tel  Megiddo  has  storied  history 


Continued 

extensive  and 
well-supplied 
fortifications  of 
Megiddo. 

Megiddo  has 
played  a role  in 
numerous  other 
historic  battles. 

When  the  Egyp- 
tian army,  led 
by  Pharaoh 
Thutmose  III, 
ambushed  rebels 
with  an  attack 
through  the  nar- 
row and  dangerous  ‘Aruna  pass, 
he  was  able  to  rout  the  Canaanite 
forces  and  then  lay  siege  to  Megid- 
do. The  siege  took  seven  months 
and  the  decisive  victory  allowed 
the  pharaoh  to  annex  Canaan  as  a 
province  into  Egypt’s  New  King- 
dom empire. 

But  Egypt’s  successive  pharoah 
dynasties  then  lost  control  of 
Megiddo.  Letters  discovered  by 
researchers  in  modern  times  in  the 
archives  of  el-Amarna  in  Egypt 
revealed  that  the  King  of  Megiddo, 
Biridiya,  had  written  to  pharaoh 
Akhenaten,  indicating  that  Megiddo 
was  one  of  the  wealthiest  and  most 
powerful  city-states  in  Canaan. 

History  continued  to  unfurl  at 
Megiddo,  as  the  Tel  Aviv  research- 
ers note: 

“According  to  the  Bible,  King 
Solomon  in  particular  left  his  stamp 
on  Megiddo’s  architecture.  By  the 


Top:  An  aerial  view  of  Tel  Megiddo. 

Above:  Carved  gold  Ibex  adorn  a unique 
earring  found  in  2011  at  Tel  Megiddo. 

10th  century  BCE,  it  had  become 
the  center  of  a royal  province  of 
the  United  Monarchy.  The  rulers  of 
the  Northern  Kingdom  refitted  the 
fortress  even  more  elaborately  than 
before.  The  palaces,  water  sys- 
tems and  fortifications  of  Israelite 

Continued 
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Tel  Megiddo  coins  available  in  boxed  set 


Image  courtesy  Israel  Coins  & Medals  Corp. 


Continued 

Megiddo  are  among  the  most 
elaborate  Iron  Age  architec- 
tural remains  unearthed  in  the 
Levant. 

“The  Egyptian  Pharaoh 
Shishak  later  took  the  city.  His 
conquest  of  the  site  is  affirmed 
both  in  his  inscriptions  at  the 
Temple  at  Kamak  and  in  a 
stele  erected  at  the  site. 


The  three  Tel  Megiddo  commemorative  coins  - 1 New  Sheqel,  2 New  Sheqalim  and  10 
New  Sheqalim  - are  available  as  a boxed  gift  set  from  the  Israel  Coins  & Medals  Corpo- 
ration (www.  israelmint.  com). 


“By  the  mid-8th  cen- 
tury BCE,  the  Assyrian  King 
Tiglath-Pileser  III  had  annexed 
the  region  as  a royal  province  and 
made  Megiddo  its  capital.” 

With  the  fall  of  the  Assyrian 
empire  the  great  religious  reformer 
King  Josiah  of  Judah  led  his  troops 
to  Megiddo  to  confront  Pharaoh 
Necho  in  an  attempt  to  stop  him 
from  joining  the  crumbling  Assyr- 


ian army  in  its  last-ditch  efforts 
against  the  Babylonians  {II  Kings 
23:29). 

Megiddo  also  played  a large  role 
in  World  War  I when  General  Al- 
lenby  surprised  the  Turks  by  using 
the  same  Aruna  pass  used  by  the 
pharaoh  to  defeat  rebels  3,000  years 
earlier,  rru 
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Morris  bram 
Remembrance 

By  Jules  Lambek  LM62 


Morris  Bram  grew  up  in  a tough 
Bronx  neighborhood,  where  his 
parents  owned  and  ran  the  corner 
grocery  store.  He  was  a sports 
enthusiast  and  a gifted  ball  player, 
who  turned  down  offers  to  play 
in  the  minors  because  his  parents 
became  too  old  to  run  the  store. 

And  so  Morris  quit  elementary 
school  and  spent  long  hours  every 
day  at  the  store.  His  sports  talent 
led  him  to  form  a neighborhood 
baseball  team  which  resulted  in  the 
store  being  filled  with  prizes  and 
cups  of  all  sorts. 

Morris  married  Lena,  my  aunt, 
who  was  as  calm  a person  can  be  - 
she  kept  him  calm  and  organized, 
worked  at  his  luncheonette  in  Man- 
hattan, and  became  his  secretary 
(she  had  graduated  from  elemen- 
tary school!). 

They  moved  to  Bayside  in 
Queens,  where  they  had  two  chil- 
dren - a son,  Jules  and  a daughter 
Gladys.  Julie  graduated  as  an  ac- 
countant, went  to  law  school  and 
later  joined  the  treasury  department 
as  an  agent.  Neither  child  was  in- 
terested in  coins  or  stamps. 

Morris  purchased  sheets  of  new 
United  States  stamps  from  the 
Gimbel’s  coin  department.  That’s 


The  AINA  medal  honoring  the  American 
Israel  Numismatic  Association ’s  founder 
Morris  Bram. 


where  he  met  the  guy  who  ran  the 
place  who  upset  him  by  refusing  to 
give  him  discounts  on  Israeli  coins, 
leading  to  Morris’  contacts  with 
the  Israel  Government  Coins  and 

Continued 
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AINA  BORN  FROM 

Continued 

Medals  Corp.  Because  Morris  had 
suffered  a mini  heart  problem,  his 
his  doctor  prescribed  a hobby.  So 
Morris  went  to  a meeting  of  the 
Long  Island  Coin  Club  in  Queens 
- where  he  bought  some  circulated 
Lincoln  cents  for  about  $10. 

Lena  laughed  at  him,  saying  who 
would  do  such  a stupid  thing  - $10 
for  a few  pennies  he  could  prob- 
ably find  in  his  cash  register  at  the 
store. 

Checking  the  register  every  day 
was  followed  by  buying  rolls  of 
coins  at  the  bank,  where  Morris 
became  friends  with  the  tellers. 

Before  long,  Lena  was  afraid  that 
the  weight  of  coins  would  land  her 
apartment  in  the  basement. 

Then,  Israel  began  to  issue  coins 
and  the  New  York  sales  headquar- 
ters was  GimbeTs.  Morris  went  to 
his  friend  in  Gimbel’s  with  a fairly 
large  order  of  coins  for  himself  and 
the  people  who  ate  his  eggs  and 
toast  every  morning. 

The  Gimbel’s  salesperson  told 
Morris  that  he  would  have  to  pay 
retail,  and  that  he  should  be  glad  to 
get  them. 

Lena  was  busy  for  the  next  few 
weeks  writing  to  Ben-Gurion,  et 
al.  Morris  wrote  and  called,  and  fi- 
nally got  to  speak  to  Yitzhak  Avni, 
the  director  of  the  Israel  Govern- 
ment Coins  and  Medals  Corp. 

Morris  asked  why  he  couldn’t 
buy  at  wholesale  - why  only  Gim- 


SIMPLE  QUERY 

beLs,  etc.  Avni  told  Morris  to  bring 
as  many  orders  as  Gimbel’s  and  he 
would  be  another  U.S.  dealer  of 
Israel  coins  and  medals. 

The  big  order  was  forthcoming 
from  friends  and  relatives,  from 
relatives  of  friends,  etc.  Morris  and 
Lena  wrapped,  and  mailed  all  over 
the  United  States.  The  American 
Israel  Numismatic  Association  was 
beginning  to  look  like  reality. 

AINA  membership  surged  and 
Morris’  presence  at  new  clubs  all 
over  the  country  was  necessary. 
Lena  held  the  fort  while  he  trav- 
eled. Next  was  a leased  office  in 
queens,  and  a small  staff  to  run  it 
together  with  Lena. 

There  were  annual  shows  with 
many  bourse  tables  run  by  dealers, 
and  lectures  about  Israel’s  coins 
and  medals.  These  were  held  in 
upscale  hotels,  like  the  Hilton  in 
New  York  City. 

AINA  had  booths  there  and  sold 
Israel  coins  and  medals;  I remem- 
ber manning  one  for  a few  hours, 
selling  Ben-Gurion  gold  coins  for 
real  bargain  prices  considering 
today’s  price  of  gold. 

The  one  part  of  Morris’  speeches 
I recall  was  his  admonition  to  new 
collectors  to  buy  the  book  before 
the  coin.  Morris  believed  the  entire 
club  effort  was  for  the  purpose  of 
education. 

Later,  Morris  and  Lena  moved  to 
Florida  to  be  near  their  daughter, 
Gladys,  mi 
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FIRST  TIME  IN  HISTORY 


First  time  a mint  in  China 
produces  a numismatic 
piece  with  a Jewish  theme. 

First  time  a Chinese  mint 
etches  every  medal  with 
a number  for  definitive 
identification. 

First  time  mint  designer 
Rocky  Zhao  collaborates  with 
his  father,  Qiming  Zhao,  the 
legendary  engraver  of  Chinese 
paper  money  and  stamps. 


Commemorating  the  70th  anniversary  of  the  forceful 
relocations  of  ~ 18,000  European  Jewish  WWII  refugees 
by  the  occupying  Japanese  into  a restricted  area, 

The  Shanghai  Ghetto. 


QTY 

OZ. 

Metal 

Pricepedia 

36 

5 

Gold 

PAN594A 

570 

1 

Gold 

PAN595A 

5773 

1 

Silver 

PAN596A 

Rocky  Zhao  and  Qiming  Zhao  present  92 
year  old  Gary  Matzdorff  with  etched  set 
#39  in  China.  In  1939,  Gary  was  fortu- 
nate to  escape  Germany  and  find  refuge  in 
Shanghai.  In  1948,  he  settled  in  America. 


For  more  incredible  details  on  the  history  of 
this  series,  inquiries  and  distribution  info 
visit  WhyNotCollectibles.com/ChinaFirst 
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New  ICMC  medal  honors  idf  General 

Lieutenant  General  Amnon  Lipkin-Shahak 
( 1 944  to  20 1 2)  is  remembered  as  one  of  the 
greatest  and  most  heroic  military  commanders  of 
Israel,  who  dedicated  his  life  to  the  security  of  his 
nation.  A new  medal  honoring  Lipkin-Shahak,  in 
bronze,  silver  and  gold  versions,  is  now  avail- 
able to  collectors  from  the  Israel  Coin  & Medals 
Coip.  (www.israelmint.com) 

Admired  for  his  amiable  character  and  recog- 
nized for  his  exceptional  wisdom  and  honesty,  he 
was  highly  trusted  and  approachable. 

He  was  bom  in  1 944  in  Tel  Aviv  to  the  Lip- 
kin  family,  who  had  settled  in  Hebron.  In  1962, 

Lipkin-Shahak  enlisted  in  the  Israel  Defense 
Forces,  the  Paratroopers  Brigade. 

He  advanced  rapidly  from  Squad  Leader  to 
Commander  of  the  Brigade.  In  1977,  he  served 
as  Officer  of  the  Operations  Branch  of  the 
Central  Command  and  led  scores  of  operations 
beyond  the  borders  of  Israel.  He  took  part  in 
the  Six  Day  War  in  the  Golan  Heights  and  in  the 
Yom  Kippur  War.  He  was  decorated  with  two  Medals  of  Valor  for  his  courage 
and  leadership  under  fire.  In  1981,  Lipkin-Shahak  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Brigadier  General  and  appointed  Commander  of  a Reservist  Armored  Division.  In 
October  1982,  he  served  as  Commander  of  the  IDF  troops  in  Beirut  and  the  Chouf 
Mountains  in  Lebanon.  In  September  1983,  he  was  promoted  to  Major  General 
and  appointed  Head  of  the  Central  Command.  In  1986,  he  was  appointed  Head  of 
the  Intelligence  of  the  General  Staff,  a role  he  held  for  five  years.  He  then  served 
as  Deputy  Chief  of  Staff. 

In  1991,  he  planned  and  headed  “Operation  Solomon”  to  bring  the  Jews  of 
Ethiopia  to  Israel.  He  was  also  appointed  by  the  Prime  Minister  and  Defense  Min- 
ister as  Chief  of  the  Security  Team  in  drafting  the  Gaza-Jericho  Agreement  with 
the  Palestinians,  as  part  of  the  Oslo  Accords. 

On  January  1,  1995,  Lipkin-Shahak  was  appointed  by  the  late  Prime  Minister 
and  Defense  Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin  as  the  1 5th  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  IDF. 

In  July  1998,  he  concluded  his  term  of  office  and  retired  from  the  IDF,  He 
retired  after  36  years  of  service  and  became  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Centerist 
Party,  officiated  as  Minister  of  Tourism  and  Transport  in  Prime  Minister  Ehud 
Barak’s  Government  and  was  a member  in  the  negotiating  team  for  peace,  nil 
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Lt.  General  Amnon  Lipkin-Shahak 


Join  AINA  Today! 


If  you  like  Ancient  Judaean  coins,  the  coins  & medals  of  modern 
Israel,  Judaic  coins  & medals,  and  Jewish  history  ... 

You  will  love  readina  the  entertainina  and  informative  articles  in  ... 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  ISRAEL  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION 
RECEIVE  6 BIMONTHLY  ISSUES  OF  THE  FULL  COLOR  SHEKEL  MAGAZINE, 
PLUS  A FREE  ANNUAL  COMMEMORATIVE  MEDAL. 


Mail  to:  AINA,  PO  Box  20255,  Fountain  Hills,  A Z 85269,  USA 
or  call  in  your  credit  card  info  to  (818)  225-1348 
or  email  your  name,  address  and  credit  card  information  to: 

ainapresident@gmail.com 

Name Street 

City State Zip 

Country email 

I want  to  join  AINA  and  receive  The  Shekel  magazine  for  a full  year: 

$25  (USA/Israel)  _ $48  (2  yrs  USA/Israel)  _$35  (Other  countries) 

$67  (2  yrs  Other  countries)  _$10  (Junior  age  10-19)  _$18  (2  yrs.  Junior  age  10-19) 

$500  (Life  Member)  Check  is  enclosed  payable  to  AINA  or  charge: 

Visa  MC  No. Exp 

For  gifts,  please  list  recipients  on  a separate  sheet  of  paper. 

For  juniors,  please  indicate  age. 

To  learn  more  about  AINA,  visit  our  web  site  at  www.theshekel.org. 
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